Contents

Acknowledgements vil

1 A declaration of intent 1
2 A partnership in mediocrity: The Way We Live Now 13
3 The conventions of realism: the shared world 45
4 The conventions of realism: the unshared world 67
5  Thelogical prison: Little Dorrit 85
6  Interpretation and over-interpretation 105
7  Reinterpretation and misinterpretation 129
8 Entertaining ideas: Crotchet Castle 147
9 Novels of ideas and ideas in novels 163
10 Tense and baggy monsters 183

Index 195



