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I. SLAVE TIME 

3 Hark: 1831, Virginia / WILLIAM STYRON 
A slave in a tree . . . From The Confessions of Nat Turner, 
Pulitzer Prize novel 

39 Phebe / ROBERT PENN WARREN 
A maid who saw what went on . . . "Many," wrote her mis­
tress's lover, "cannot bear their eyes [those of black servants] 
upon them, and enter into evil and cruel ways in their despera­
tion." From the Journal of Cass Mastern 

II. THE NOT TOO DISTANT PAST 

59 That Evening Sun Go Down / WILLIAM FAULKNER 
Fear in the dark . . . "We left her there, sitting before the 
fire with the door opened, so that it wouldn't happen in the 
dark. "When you all go,' Nancy said, 'I be dead tomorrow' .. 

79 Nigger Schoolhouse / T. R. CARSKADON 
A child in a circle 
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Man on a job 
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a place to play 

118 The Finer Points / WAYNE GROVER 
He had never known any Negroes in Greeley, Colorado, but 
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"My world is a good place," she wrote then—the time was 
1962, and she was a high-school girl whose observations became 
a high-school essay award winner. Her ambition was to become 
an elementary school teacher and her "world" was Harlem. 

158 On the Way Home / LANGSTON HUGHES 
Human loss and youthful vulnerability 
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And he was giving it back [in the blues, in music] as every­

thing must be given back, so, that, passing through death, it 
can live forever. . , 

206 The Black Sons-of-Bitches / JOHN ALLEN DAVIDSON, JR. 
Variations on a term 
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IV. FROM "BIGGER" THOMAS TO PRINCETON 

215 How "Bigger" Was Born / RICHARD WRIGHT 
—and the nature of his environment 

229 The Power Line Tapped / RALPH ELLISON 
Prologue to Invisible Man 

242 In Black Turf / EDWARD RIVERA 
A "Spic in the pot": Confrontation 

259 Black Again, White Again / JOHN HOWARD GRIFFIN 
The man who dyed himself black to see what it felt like to be 
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301 The Organizer / MICHAEL THELWELL 
A Howard and Massachusetts universities prize-winning black 
author tells a story of a case of conscience in the South. 

335 Harlem Revisited / CLAUDE BROWN 
"Not too long ago, some junkies broke into my folks' house 
and stabbed my mother. I panicked. ... I just forgot every­
thing else in the world. All I knew was that something had to 
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377 To All Black Women, From 
All Black Men / ELDRIDGE CLEAVER 

384 The Mud of Vietnam / JULIUS LESTER 
"A part of me hates also. Sometimes, all of me, because they 
will never know, those young white kids, what it is like and 
I want to drown them in their whiteness. But, because they 
cannot completely know is no reason to deny them their right 
to humanity. They, too, are human and those I can love, 1 do 
and only hope that their numbers multiply with the rising o£ 
each sun. . . ." From Search for the New Land, 


