
Contents 

Preface vi 
I POPULAR NATIONALISM: 1885-1892 1 

1 The subjects of Irish poetry 5 
2 Irish forms and language 8 
3 Yeats's early ballads 10 
4 Yeats's 'Irish' poems 15 

II IMAGINATIVE NATIONALISM 24 
1 Subjects and audience 27 
2 Esoteric idealism and the Irish tradition 30 
3 Ballad form in The Wind Among the Reeds 36 
4 The songs of Red Hanrahan 43 

III THE TRUE TRADITION: TRANSLATIONS 
FROM THE GAELIC 47 

1 Callanan, Ferguson and Walsh 47 
2 James Clarence Mangan 53 
3 Douglas Hyde 58 

IV YEATS'S DEBT TO ANGLO-IRISH DIALECT 65 
1 Stories of Red Hanrahan 69 
2 Songs in the plays 71 
3 Features of Anglo-Irish dialect usage in 

Yeats's Collected Poems: 78 
Lexical features 78 
Syntactical features 81 

V BALLAD RHETORIC 91 
1 The political ballads 91 
2 The personal poem 95 
3 The voice of the bard 99 

VI PASSIONATE SYNTAX* 104 
1 The song sequences in The Tower and 

The Winding Stair 104 
2 The ballads in Last Poems 113 

Notes 124 
Bibliography 132 
Index 137 


