
Contents

Acknowledgments page xiii
Introduction i

Part One: Ordinary children in the classroom £

1 Troublesome behaviour of ordinary children
and how it is affected by the classroom situation 7
The significance of ambivalent feelings 7
Group dynamics and behaviour patterns in
the classroom 9
Ambivalent feelings in the classroom 11

2 The child: stresses in the classroom situation 14
Separation from the mother and the family 15
Task orientation 16
Relationships with peers 17
The child and the teacher 18
The teacher as assessor of the child’s work 19
Stresses of adjustment at different age levels 21

3 Stresses on the teacher at school 23
The teacher’s role 23
The teacher’s concern about his knowledge
of the subject matter 2 £
The teacher’s concern about methods and
ways of presentation 26
The complexities of keeping discipline 28
The importance of relationships within the

IX



CONTENTS

staff group and between the staS and the
school’s management group 29
The importance of the communication system 30
Teachers and parents 30
The expectation oi perfection in teachers 32
The consequences of these unrealistic expec¬
tations 33
The need to reduce the stress 35

Part Two: The difficult child in the classroom 37

4 What is a difficult child? 39
Problems of identification 40
Choice of cases 42
Categories of difficulties 43

5 The child with behaviour problems 44
Main characteristics 43
The story of Alan 46
Daniel and his problems with aggression 48
Conrad and his uncontrollable temper tantrums go
The story of Dick 53
Roland and his headmistress 35
Mary, the fire-raiser 36
The problems of helping these children 37

6 Children with learning problems 59
Teachers’ attitudes to learning problems 60
Sudden deterioration of work 62
Specific learning difficulties 64
Reading difficulties and behaviour problems 64
Physical defects and specific reading disability 67
Specific spelling difficulties 68
Difficulties with arithmetic 70
Children with low general ability 71
Remediation of learning difficulties 72

7 The withdrawn, inattentive child 73
An underfunctioning grammar school child 74
Eddy, the slightly odd boy 75

x



CONTENTS

The problems of a very bright child 75
8 The school refuser 77

School refusal and the law 77
Transfer from primary to secondary school 78
Truancy 79
School refusal and the family 80
Stanley 81
Dorian 82
Sam 84
How the school can help 85

9 The delinquent 86
Delinquency and learning problems—Kay 86
Delinquency and inability to make close
relationships—John 89
Troblems of helping delinquents 90

Part Three : The teacher as helping agent to
troublesome children 93

10 Class management and teaching techniques 95
The importance of meaningful activities 96
The teacher and the demands of the curriculum 97
Learning plateaux and the importance of success 99
Trescribed programmes: teaching to read as an
illustration of their uses and limitations 100
The interesting lesson as the basis for class
control 102

11 Class management and the emotional develop¬
ment of the child. 104
The value of ‘oblique’ discussions of unaccept¬
able feelings for the pupil-teacher relationship log
The effect of ‘oblique’ discussions on class
control 106
Ways of facilitating expression of feelings 107
Feelings experienced in repetitive practice of
skills 108
The teacher’s feelings about himself as an
authority figure 109

xi



CONTENTS

The effect of the teacher’s feelings on class
control no
What can be done? in

12 Towards increasing insight and understanding 113
‘Learning about feelings’: difficulties in com¬
munication 113
Informal ways of increasing insight and under¬
standing 114
Discussion of practical experience as a basis
for training 113
The Neighbourhood Schools’ Service of the
Tavistock Clinic 116
Nina, an example of school consultation 117
Training courses in inter-personal relationships 120
A conference of the English New Education
Fellowship: an example 121
‘Blind spots’ 123
Supervisory groups for teachers 124
Group relations training 125

13 Outside help for children with problems 126
The importance of parents 126
The need for investigation 127
Problems of investigations and reasons for
delay 128
The need for early referral 130

14 Conclusion : the tribulations of teaching and
its opportunities 131
The present situation 131
A change of attitude 132
The teacher’s unique opportunity of helping
troublesome children 133
Advantages and disadvantages of the lack of
a formula 133

Suggestions for further reading 133

References 141
xii


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]
	[Seite 4]


