
Table of Contents
Acknowledgements................................................................................................ ix
Abbreviations.......................................................................................................... x
1 INTRODUCTION............................................................................................... 1

1.1 Aim and Significance...........................................................................................................1
1.2 Scope and Limitation...........................................................................................................1
1.3 Methodology......................................................................................................................... 2
1.4 Organization of the Book................................................................................................... 2
1.5 Notes on Transcription....................................................................................................... 2

2 THE THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK AND PREVIOUS STUDIES..... 5
2.1 The Theoretical Framework.............................................................................................. 5

2.1.1 Theory of Grammaticalization.......................................................................................5
2.1.2 Definition of Grammaticalization................................................................................. 5
2.1.3 Types of Grammaticalization.........................................................................................6
2.1.4 Parameters of Grammaticalization................................................................................ 7
2.1.5 Section Summary..........................................................................................................11

2.2 Previous Studies on Grammaticalization in Ethiopia.................................................12
2.2.1 Wetter (2002,2006).................................................................................................. 13
2.2.2 Lykowska (2003, 2006,2009).................................................................................  14
2.2.3 Rubin (2005).............................................................................................................  14
2.2.4 Crass and Meyer (2007)...........................................................................................  15
2.2.5 Yoseph (2009)...........................................................................................................  15
2.2.6 Abinet (2010)................................................................................  15
2.2.7 Debela (2011).............................   15

3 BODY PART TERMS IN ETHIOSEMITIC....................................................................... 17
3.1 Body Part Terms > Adpositions.....................................................................................17

3.1.1 BACK........................................................................................................................... 19
3.1.2 BELLY...........................................  21
3.1.3 FACE............................................................................................................................ 22
3.1.4 FOOT............................................................................................................................ 23
3.1.5 HAND........................................................................................................................... 23
3.1.6 HEAD........................................................................................................................... 24
3.1.7 MOUTH........................................................................................................................25
3.1.8 RIB................................................................................................................................ 25
3.1.9 SOLE............................................................................................................................. 26

3.2 Body Part Terms > Pronouns......................................................................................... 27
3.2.1 HEAD, STOMACH, SOUL > Independent Personal Pronouns........................... 27

http://d-nb.info/1114689971


3.2.2 BODY, HEAD, SOUL > Reflexive Pronouns........................................................29
3.3 Chapter Summary......................................................................................................... 30

4 BODY PART TERMS IN OROMO..............................................................33
4.1 BACK...................................................................................................................................33
4.2 BELLY.................................................................................................................................34
4.3 BUTTOCKS....................................................................................................................... 36
4.4 CHEEK................................................................................................................................37
4.5 MANE..................................................................................................................................37
4.6 RIB....................................................................................................................................... 37
4.7 SOLE ‘sole, sole of foot’ ................................................................................................... 38
4.8 TAIL (1)...............................................................................................................................39
4.9 TAIL (2)...............................................................................................................................40
4.10 Chapter Summary...........................................................................................................44

5 RESEMBLE........................................................................................................45
5.1 msl in Ge‘e z ........................................................................................................................ 46
5.2 msl in Tigre......................................................................................................................... 48
5.3 msl in Tigrinya................................................................................................................... 50
5.4 msl in Argobba................................................................................................................... 51
5.5 msl in Amharic................................................................................................................... 52
5.6 Resemble in Oromo............................................................................................................53
5.7 Chapter Summary.............................................................................................................53

6 SIMILATIVES.................................................................................................. 55
6.1 The Similative dndä ...........................................................................................................55

6.1.1 dndä in Amharic............................................................................................................55
6.1.2 dndä in Argobba............................................................................................................57
6.1.3 kämä in Amharic and Argobba................................................................................... 58
6.1.4 On the Origin of dndä................................................................................................... 58

6.2 *kVm in NES...................................................................................................................... 59
6.2.1 Ge‘ez ..............................................................................................................................59
6.2.2 Tigre...............................................................................................................................60
6.2.3 Tigrinya......................................................................................................................... 60

6.3 *kVm in TSES.................................................................................................................... 61
6.3.1 Silt’e ...............................................................................................................................61
6.3.2 Wolane.......................................................................................................................... 62
6.3.3 Z ay .................................................................................................................................62
6.3.4 Harari.............................................................................................................................63

6.4 *kVm in OSES........................................................................................................  64
6.4.1 Chaha......................................................................................................................... 64



Grammaticalization in Ethiosemitic | vii

6.4.2 Mäsqan.......................................................................................................................... 65
6.4.3 Muher............................................................................................................................ 65

6.5 akka in Oromo.................................................................................................................... 66
6.6 Chapter Summary.............................................................................................................67

7 DEMONSTRATIVES.......................................................................................71
7.1 Demonstratives in North Ethiosemitic........................................................................... 72

7.1.1 Demonstratives in Ge‘ez.............................................................................................72
7.1.2 The Demonstrative la in Tigre................................................................................... 80
7.1. 3 Demonstratives in Tigrinya.........................................................................................82

7.2 Demonstratives in Transversal South Ethiosemitic....................................................83
7.2.1 Amharic y ä .................................................................................................................... 84
7.2. 2 Harari zi................................................   85
7.2.3 Z ayyä-.......................................................................................................................... 87
7.2.4 Silt’ey a -........................................................................................................................ 88

7.3 Demonstratives in Outer South Ethiosemitic............................................  89
7.3.1 Chaha y ä - ...................................................................................................................... 89
7.3.2 Muher y ä-......................................................................................................................91
7.3.3 Kistane y ä - ....................................................................................................................92

7.4 Oromo kana........................................................................................................................ 93
7.5 Chapter Summary.............................................................................................................94

8 ALLATIVES...................................................................................................... 97
8.1 Allatives in North Ethiosemitic...................................................................................... 97

8.1.1 Ge‘ez la ..................................................................................................   97
8.1.2 Tigre ’agaZ and ’aZ........................................................................................................ 99
8.1.3 Tigrinya nd-................................................................................................................. 101

8.2 Transversal South Ethiosemitic................................................................................... 103
8.2.1 Amharic lä- and -dn ................................................................................................... 103
8.2.2 Harari -le ..................................................................................................................... 105
8.2.3 Z ay /ä-.......................................................   107
8.2.4 Silt’e Za-...................................................................................................................... 108

8.3 Outer South Ethiosemitic...................................................................................   108
8.4 Allatives in Oromo.......................................................................................................... 109
8.5 Chapter Summary...........................................................................................................109

9 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION..............................................................113
9.1 Summary.......................................................................................................................... 113
9.2 Conclusion......................................................................................................................   114

REFERENCES....................................................................................   115


