
CONTENTS 

Introduction / HERBERT HILL 3 

SECTION I: ESSAYS 

A Picnic with Sinclair Lewis / HORACE R. CAYTON 21 
Letters from a Journey / JAMES BALDWIN 36 
The Alien Land of Richard Wright / SAUNDERS REDDING 48 
The Dilemma of the American Negro Scholar / JOHN HOPE 

FRANKLIN 60 
Hide My Face?—On Pan-Africanism and Negritude / ST. 

CLAIR DRAKE 77 
Moscow Movie From "I Wonder as I Wander" / LANG-

STON HUGHES 106 

SECTION II: FICTION 

Five Episodes / RICHARD WRIGHT 139 
Miss Muriel / ANN PETRY 165 
From "Lonely Crusade" / CHESTER HIMES 210 
Rock, Church / LANGSTON HUGHES 231 
Out of the Hospital and Under the Bar / RALPH ELLISON 242 
From "Proud Shoes" / PAULI MURRAY 291 
The Life of Lincoln West / GWENDOLYN BROOKS 316 
Helen From "Maud Martha" / GWENDOLYN BROOKS 320 
From "The System of Dante's Hell" / LEROI JONES 323 

THE CHRISTIANS 
THE RAPE 



CONTENTS XÜ 

Come Home Early, Chile / OWEN DODSON 337 
Singing Dinah's Song / FRANK LONDON BROWN 348 
The Creek From "A Touch of Innocence" / KATHERINE 

DUNHAM 355 
Rat Joiner Routs the Klan / TED POSTON 378 
The Almost White Boy / WILLARD MOTLEY 389 
The Seventh Day From "Go Tell It on the Mountain" / 

JAMES BALDWIN 401 
From "Beetlecreek" / WILLIAM DEMBY 452 
From "The Living Is Easy" / DOROTHY WEST 480 
From "Thunder at Dawn" / BENJAMIN A. BROWN 503 
The Beach Umbrella / CYRUS COLTER 530 

SECTION III: POEMS 

From "A Street in Bronzeville" / GWENDOLYN BROOKS 557 
THE MOTHER 
A SONC IN THE FRONT YARD 
WHEN YOU HAVE FORGOTTEN SUNDAY: THE LOVE STORY 
THE SUNDAYS OF SATIN-LEGS SMITH 

From "Annie Allen" / GWENDOLYN BROOKS 565 
FIVE POEMS 

Abraham Lincoln of Rock Spring Farm / M. B. TOLSON 571 
Veracruz / ROBERT HAYDEN 578 
Full Moon / ROBERT HAYDEN 581 
Picnic: The Liberated / M. CARL HOLMAN 582 
Three Brown Girls Singing / M. CARL HOLMAN 585 
Mr. Z / M. CARL HOLMAN 586 
From "Ask Your Mama: 12 Moods for Jazz" / LANGSTON 

HUGHES 587 
BLUES IN STEREO 
ASK YOUR MAMA 
JAZZTET MUTED 

From "Montage of a Dream Deferred" / LANGSTON HUGHES 593 
DREAM BOOGIE 
PARADE 



xiii CONTENTS 

CHILDREN S RHYMES 
NIGHT FUNERAL IN HARLEM 
HARLEM 
SAME IN BLUES 

Translations from the French / LANGSTON HUGHES 603 
EPIGRAM / ARMAND LANUSSE (Louisiana) 
SHE LEFT HERSELF ONE EVENING / LÉON DAMAS 

(French Guiana) 
FLUTE PLAYERS / JEAN JOSEPH RABÉARIVELO (Mûdd-

gascar) 
To a Brown Girl / OSSIE DAVIS 607 
Charlie Parker: The Human Condition / LEROI JONES 609 
From "Preface to a Twenty Volume Suicide Note" / LEROI 

JONES 6II 
THE INSIDIOUS DR. FU MAN CHU 
THE NEW SHERIFF 
THE TURNCOAT 

To Satch (or American Gothic) / PAUL VESEY 614 
From "Ivory Tusks" / PAUL VESEY 616 

A MOMENT PLEASE 


