
Table of Contents 

Foreword ix 

Introduction: No! in Thunder 1 

Part One: The Artist 

Dante: Green Thoughts in a Green Shade 21 
Shakespeare and the Paradox of Illusion 45 
Walt Whitman: Portrait of the Artist as a Middle-

Aged Hero 61 
R.L.S. Revisited 77 
Three Jews 93 

i. Peretz: The Secularization of the Absurd 93 
n. Kafka and the Myth of the Jew 98 

m. Malamud: The Commonplace as Absurd 101 
William Faulkner, Highbrows' Lowbrow 111 
Three Notes on Robert Penn Warren 119 

i. Toward Time's Cold Womb 119 
n. Seneca in the Meat-House 127 

HI. Fiction as Opera 131 
Introducing Cesare Pavese 135 

Part Two: The Generations 

The Ant on the Grasshopper 153 
The Search for the Thirties 161 



Table of Contents 

The Un-Angry Young Men 169 
Class War in British Literature 189 
Leopold and Loeb: A Perspective in Time 209 

Part Three: The Excluded 

Negro and Jew: Encounter in America 231 
The Eye of Innocence 251 

i. The Invention of the Child 251 
n. Good Good Girl and Good Bad Boy 257 

ni. Boys Will Be Boys! 266 
iv. From Redemption to Initiation 274 
v. The Profanation of the Child 282 

Part Four: The Theory 

In the Beginning Was the Word 295 
Archetype and Signature 309 

Index 329 


