
Preface 
Chapter 

I APPROACHES TO THE STUDY OF MIDDLE 
ENGLISH ALLITERATIVE VERSE 1 
A THEORY OF MIDDLE ENGLISH 
ALLITERATIVE METER 17 
PROBLEMS OF SCANSION 31 
THE THEORY APPLIED TO VARIOUS 
POEMS IN THE TRADITION 47 

V LITERARY STYLE, STYLISTICS, AND 
METRICAL THEORY 63 

Appendix I: List of Metrical Forms 81 
Appendix II: List of Problematic Lines 115 

II 

III 
IV 


