BUILDING
A BUSINESS
OF PoLrITICS

THE RISE OF POLITICAL CONSULTING
AND THE TRANSFORMATION OF
AMERICAN DEMOCRACY

ADAM SHEINGATE

OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRE



CONTENTS

Preface ix

1. The Business of Politics 1

2. Publicity and the Public 13

3. Professional Propaganda 39

4. The Art and Science of Politics 66

5. A Business Takes Shape 102

6. Advertising Politics 134

7. The Consolidation of Control 153

8. The Business of Digital Politics 182
9. The Evolution of Political Work 200

Appendix: Estimating the Size of the Political Consulting Industry 219
Notes 225
Index 277

vii



