
CONTENTS 

List of Tables x 
Authors'Affiliations xi 

Introduction 1 
DAVID ALBERT JONES, CHRIS GASTMANS AND 
CALUM MACKELLAR 

PART I Euthanasia Legislation in Belgium and 
Its Applications 5 

1 A Discussion of the Legal Rules on Euthanasia 
in Belgium Briefly Compared with the Rules in Luxembourg 
and the Netherlands 7 
HERMAN NYS 

2 The Belgian Experience of Euthanasia Since Its Legal 
Implementation in 2002 26 
ETIENNE MONTERO 

3 Ethics and the Psychiatric Dimensions of 
Physician-Assisted Suicide: A View from the 
United States 49 
DANIEL P. SULMASY 

PART II Euthanasia and End-of-Life Care 65 

4 Assisted Dying: The Current Situation in Flanders: 
Euthanasia Embedded in Palliative Care 67 
PAUL VANDEN BERGHE, ARSENE MULLIE, MARC DESMET 
AND GERT HUYSMANS 

Postscript: Death as Disruption or Disruptive Dying? 
Some Further Reflections Since 2013 78 



5 The Practice of Continuous Sedation at the End 
of Life in Belgium: How Does it Compare to 
UK Practice, and is it Being Used as a Form 
of Euthanasia? 86 
SIGRID STERCKX AND RASPER RAUS 

6 2002-2016: Fourteen Years of Euthanasia in Belgium: 
First-Line Observations by an Oncologist 101 
BENOIT BEUSELINCK 

7 'A Last Act of Grace'? Organ Donation and Euthanasia 
in Belgium 114 
TREVOR STAMMERS 

PART ill Euthanasia and Particular Vulnerable 
Groups 131 

8 A Life Worth Living? Disabled People and Euthanasia 
in Belgium 133 
KEVIN FITZPATRICK AND DAVID ALBERT JONES 

9 Euthanasia in Patients with Intolerable Suffering Due 
to an Irremediable Psychiatric Illness: A Psychiatric 
Perspective 150 
JORIS VANDENBERGHE 

10 Euthanasia in Children: Keep Asking the Right 
Questions 173 
STEFAAN VAN GOOL AND JAN DE LEPELEIRE 

11 Euthanizing People Who Are 'Tired of Life' 188 
RAPHAEL COHEN-ALMAGOR 

12 Euthanasia in Persons with Severe Dementia 202 
CHRIS GASTMANS 

PART iv Euthanasia in Belgium: A Philosophical 
and Bioethical Discussion 217 

13 Some Possible Consequences Arising from the 
Normalisation of Euthanasia in Belgium 219 
CALUM MACKELLAR 



14 Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide in Belgium: Bringing 
an End to Interminable Discussion 235 
DAVID ALBERT JONES 

15 Psychiatric Patients and the Culture of Euthanasia in 
Belgium 258 
WILLEM LEMMENS 

Final Conclusions on Final Solutions 278 
DAVID ALBERT JONES, CHRIS GASTMANS AND 
CALUM MACKELLAR 

Appendix I Wet Betreffende de Euthanasie 28 Mei 2002 
(The Belgian Act on Euthanasia, 
Dutch-language Version) 284 

Appendix II Loi Relative a L'Euthanasie 28 Mai 2002 
(The Belgian Act on Euthanasia, 
French-language Version) 295 

Appendix III The Belgian Act on Euthanasia of 
28 May 2002 (Unofficial Translation) 305 

References 316 
Index 352 


