Table of Contents

FOTEWOTd ...ttt s e s esassassssssesesss s sas e vebes 15
L INroduCion ..........ovicmiiiieete ettt e 19
1.1. Basic aSSUMPLIONS QNG QIS .....euveeerreersrereisienseessesssssesssessesssssassessnessren 19
1.2. The theoretical frAMEWOTK ........uueeeveeveerreririceerenceserirsersessesssessssssesserans 22
1.2.1. Generative MOrPhOlOZY ...c.coveverieriermnnenierereeneeeeee e 23
1.2.2. Natural mOTPhOLOZY ......ccoeveercenvrrrrrrecerrnrerrsnnissesasseesseraesesseses 23
1.2.3. Exfra-grammatical, marginal and expressive morphology ....... 24
1.2.4. Lexical cOMPIEXItY ....ccceeerreerrenrerercrereeeeeeecreeeseeneet e sesnenes 25
1.3. ProviSional 0BSErVALIONS .........eeecemrceeerieesessrrecsirsianecssesssanescesesensseens 26
1.4, TRE QAL c..eeeeeveeceecrecceerneeseeecveentercesesaesesvssssasanesenssanssnasssesseessenan 27
1.5. The organization Of the STUAY .......ecuvvveeerrrerresseeesissnsssssesesssessesssesssoneen 29
2. Previous Studies on SIANg .............cccocevrirerneninieniensinscssescesesnessessanns 31
2.1. The definition f SIANG .......uueecorrcrecnerrcnrcrriersirinsse s ceeserceecs s 31
2.1.1. The sociological approach ........c.cccceeerreeeernreecemnneeeeseriereenenen 32
2.1.2. The stylistiC approach .....c.cccereecermmrmeercreeseesscncsesseseersnmseseens 33
2.1.3. The linguiStic apProach.......cccccvvvereeververeraresersersevensessessessssniserons 33
2.1.4. The lexicographic definition.........ccoeeueverveenrieererssensseresscsnsseras 34
2.2. The classification Of SIANG.......ouueeeoncereinreinrteisriesessscniseeeseseennes 35
2.2.1. Slang Vs. JATZOM c.evueveririecrienircnmrsressiseenssesscsmessssssssssassaaaas 36
2.2.2. Slang vs. CANt...c.cvreirermerreceiresiscransisesrsnesesasessensassesrssssssones 36
2.2.3. Slang vs. dialect.....ccveirmircnirircrncnnntee e 37
2.2.4. Slang vs. VErNACUlar......cccviinoiismennssi s essnssesns 38
2.2.5. Slang vs. accent ....covvurererniurenns rerrrrs et reres 38
2.2.6. Slang vs. colloquial 1anguage .........cccuvvvriinsnenneesenesennen, 38

2.2.7. Specific vs. general slang ......... reriresre e asaan 39




2.3. The description Of SIANG ....eeveiieeemrncicencsisitss et 40

2.3.1. The linguistic properties of s1ang..........coevrvriieicinncccnnnencinns 41
2.3.2. The sociological properties of s1ang ..........cceeievernnnnncnncnes 46
3. Grammatical and Extra-grammatical Morphology ....................... 61
3.1. SIGNG fOTTALONS <.....crvvemrrrassernsassssssssisistasssstcssscocssasrseneenssss s iaansnss 61
3.1.1. Grammatical formations .......ccceecrvvrvcmriiniinisimrrnnnvreiesresineniens 63
3.1.2. Extra-grammatical formations.........ceeeeereieieivenrernrcesesceionerenanss 65
3.1.3. Borderline Cases...c.ccccevrnrerrmirinirinteiiierensssssseeesesessnsasens 70
3.2. S1ang WOFd-fOrMALION .......ccuvvevnvreereintntncanrinteterensessss st csonsenaenens 72
3.2.1. Compounding ........c.cecmmreirimmuirsnrersesrenssseesessnsssssssssesessascans 72
3.2.2. PrefiXation ...couecceceerceenrsvineiiniicintnn e eessenssesneneene 91
3.2.3. SUFfIXAHOM ..coerreeeerceerieeeeererceteree sttt eas 93
3.24. Final combining fOrms.......ccccoiminininniiiinisnsennieensncenennens 120
3.2.5. INFIXALION eevreeienrrereereenerererersrseeseennne s sssaessessssssassnsesssanesnens 123
3.2.6. CORVEISION. ...verreuirreerereerrisiscssisisissessissessrsesesnssssssasssssssassssnans 124
3.2.7. Back-formation.....cccceevecerseeccceceressnnsreissmssessvsssesssssnesssssesssssans 128
3.2.8. Reduplicatives
3.2.9. Acronyms and initialiSms ........ccovririerernecnennsnsnnnsneneees 135
3.2.10. BIENAING ....oeeeierrereeeerecenreimssssesiitssstoressssansssssssssasssessasncsss 138
3.2. 11, CHPPING co.ererereecceenrereisssiesiiisesisses e rseesensssssssssssssssmssensans 141
3.2.12. Elliptic thyming slang...........cccvvvvemimsnsnsnsiesnonensnensennenes 148
3.2.13. Reversed fOIINS .....cveevevrrerreeeerteeneeeneemsnensistessesnestassssessansoneas 149
3.2. 14, VATALOI c.o.evrereeeeerrrrerecerseteseeesecossasssssisssssnsnesssssssessesesses 150
3.2.15. Word manufacture and fanciful formations..........ccevvuecvuenenne 154
3.3, CONCIUSION ....vvevureeeerrenseaverivrerississescsecssssesestsstsssssssssnsstessssssnsssssssnnasns 155
4. Lexical Organization and Disorganization...............ccoeennicence. 157
4.1. The slang lexicon: hypotheses and Qims .........eeieveenveeennirsisescenenenes 157
4.2, Lexical OFGaRIZALION ........vccvurririarcrraressinsnsessnsesesssssssesssessesssessesssenes 158
4.2.1. Organization via meaning relations .......ccwveeneennnnicicninns 159
4.2.2. Organization via regular patlerns.......eeererecisrerisersosnusessenss 169
4.3. Lexical diSOrganmization.........uwoerinisreeiniessssssssssnsnssasisesissssensosiisins 193
4.3.1. Partial diSOTZAMZALION ..uocvrecrereeerereentriensinies e 194

4.3.2. Total disorganization
4.4, CONCIUSION cvveerevreervsseerssesssessossnisrsreessersssssssnsassessasstssssastsssssssersssne




5. Sociological Properties ............ccceovirevenneninensrcnveneerescesuncreesesnnns 211

5.1, SIaNG SOCIOIOZY .vv.veveeirreereeniinerrecreesiisiesserisestinssssesssessessessesssssesssevens 211
5.2, Speaker-Oriented PrOPEFHIEs .......uuceerrveecirrerssseeseesessesessessessssesssesans 214
5.2.1. Group- and subject-restriction ..........cccveverercreeccreecrsererereseens 214
5.2.2. Secrecy and PriVACY .......ccceveevervesererrersrressrsessanersesessssesessassas 216
5.2.3. Informality and debasement.......c..ccooeevrveereeererecrneneceneesenrennns 217
5.2.4. Vulgarity and obSCENity ........c.cerceueereerereerrsereneccrerereensscneenns 218
5.2.5. Time-restriction, ephemerality and localism .......cccccevreeneuenen. 220
5.3. Hearer-oriented Properties .......uueeeveceerseecsssessiceceecsesssenesasesses 222
5.3.1. Playfulness and humour............coceververrrrerrerierrennresnsensessnsennens 222
5.3.2. Freshness and noVeILY.......ceeveveerevnecvernnrenerinnereenssnnsnssnssennns 224
5.3.3. Desire to impress and faddishness...........ccvcevveercveevrenreeerrnenne 225
5.3.4. Colour and MUSICAHLY .....ccerverererrereressennseeservessaseoressesassssserans 227
5.3.5. Impertinence, offensiveness and aggressiveness ...........ecu.e.. 229
5.4. The opinion of NAtIVe SPEAKEYS .......ueverervriersrrvreeseseesienerssesssessessseseanes 231
5.5, CONCIUSION ..vvererevrnverirnenreeennressrnseseeestssnesssssstsssessesacesesseesansaseseenns 234
Final RemMATKS........ccoociiiiiiieii ettt ssasastssessenene 237
REfETEIICES .....c..ovveniereneceeeeineercereteriree ettt seest st e s e esesmsneenese 243
AUhOr INAeX ..ottt sttt re s oves 253
SubJect INAEX ....c.coceiniiiiiiiiiieciitin ettt snaes 257

GLOSSATY ...ttt ettt be e sas st s saberesasnssstes 261



