
CONTENTS 
Acknowledgemts jii 

List of Abbreviations iv 

Chapter 1 1 
A short history of discoveries and studies 2 
Bernabo Brea and the Aeolian Islands 3 
The time of catalogues: Taylour and Biancofiore 4 
Lucia Vagnetti and the first theoretical approach 6 
The congresses and the rediscovery of Sardinia 7 
Alternative views 8 
The results of archaeometric analyses: the recent research 9 
a critical review of current research 11 
Explanatory models 11 
Chronology 14 
Archaeometric analyses 15 

Chapter 2 17 
Definitions 17 
Essentia] terms 17 
Functional context 19 
Depositional context 19 
Cultural context 19 
Database 20 
Visits to sites 21 
Recognition of patterns of usage 24 
Theoretical Models 25 
Models of production and consumption 25 
Two researchers of consumption models 26 
Contextual archaeology 27 
Inductive-analogical model 27 
The comparative anthropological model: globalisation 28 
Consumption approaches 29 
Last word on the exchange models 30 

Chapter 3 31 
Introduction 31 
Form and function in Aegean LB A pottery 32 
Linear B ideograms 37 

Chapter 4 43 
Introduction 43 
General Observations 46 
Regional studies 51 
Eastern Sicily and the Aeolian Islands 51 
Western Sicily 54 
Ionian Apulia 55 
Ionian coast 57 
Two "minor" routes: the Tyrrhenian and Adriatic coast 58 
Discussion 60 

Chapter 5 63 
Introduction 63 
Settlements 64 
Funerary contexts 65 
Regional studies 67 
Eastern Sicily and the Aeolian Islands 67 
Monumental multi-chambered buildings 74 
The spring chamber in Lipari 76 
Western Sicily 77 
Ionian Apulia 80 



Ionian coast 81 
Vivara 83 
Discussion 84 
Conclusions 85 

Chapter 6 87 
A Past hypothesis in new light 87 
Evidence other than pottery 89 
Figurines 89 
Amber 89 
Glass 90 
Ivory 90 
Metalwork 91 
Copper oxhide ingots 92 
Architecture 93 
Long and not so long distance trade routes 94 
Pottery and social identity 96 
The inheritance of Aegean-type contacts into the Iron Age 97 
Conclusions 99 

Appendix 102 
Geological contribution to the understanding of Ionia 102 

Gazetteer of sites 106 
Additional data from visits to Sicilian archaeological museums 176 
Additional data from visits to Ionian and Apulian archaeological museums 177 
Additional data kindly provided by Or M. Gorgoglione, Superintendence of Apulia 184 

Bibliography 191 

Tables and figures 201 


