AN o

~

I0.

I1.

I2.

CONTENTS

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

PREFACE
FOREWORD BY JAMES G. MCMANAWAY
GLOSSARY

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

The Black Friars of Loondon

Materials for Reconstruction of the Precinct
The Church and the Domestic Buildings
The Western Ranges

Partition of the Blackfriars Precinct

The First Blackfriars Playhouse

The Years Between the First Blackfriars
and the Second

The Parliament Chamber as Playhouse
The Little Eyases

Blackfriars Repertories

Blackfriars Conventions

Blackfriars under the King’s Men

Vil
xiii
XV

Xix

31
58

I13

130

155
164

175
210

220

243



13
14.
15.
16.

SHAKESPEARE’S BLACKFRIARS PLAYHOUSE

The Playhouse: THE AUDITORIUM
The Playhouse: THE PLATFORM
The Playhouse: THE REAR STAGE
The Playhouse: THE UPPER STAGES

APPENDIX

The Kingston Property 426 + Grant to Paul Gresham and
Francis Boldero 428 » Lord Cobham’s Original Purchase in the
Blackfriars 429 * The Survey of 1548 431 * Grant by King
Edward VI to Sir Francis Bryan 433 « The Survey of

1550 435 * The Royal Grant to Sir Thomas Cawarden 439+
Thomas Blagrave’s Survey of 1552 442 * Sir Thomas
Cawarden’s Lease to Ninyan Sawnders 444 * Sir Thomas
Cawarden’s Sale to Lord Cobham 447 * Survey of Freeholders
in the Blackfriars Precinct 449 » William More’s Lease to Sir
Henry Neville 453 * Sir William More’s Answer to Kempe’s
Claim 457 « Lord Cobbam’s Arrears 459 * William More’s
Lease to Lord Cobham 461 * Sir William More’s Lease to Richard
Farrant 463 ¢ Sir William More’s Comments on the Farrant
Lease 467 + Sir William More’s Lease to Rocco Bonetti 464 «
Sir William More’s Sale to James Burbage 471 - Sir George
More’s Sale of the Great House, etc. 476 + Hunnis’s Appeal for
More Funds 478 « Petition of Precinct Inhabitants to the Privy
Council 480 + Nathaniel Giles’s Commission to Impress Children
482 + Henry Clifton’s Complaint 484 « License for the King’s
Players 487 - License for the Children of the Queen’s Revels
488 « Petition of Precinct Officers to the Lord Mayor 489 -
Petition of Precinct Inhabitants to the Lord Mayor 491 « Order
by the Corporation of the City of London for the Suppression

of the Blackfriars Playhouse 493 + License for the King’s Players
495 * Official Action regarding Coaches at Blackfriars 497 ¢
Plays Protected for the King’s Men 500 + Plays Allotted to Sir
William Davenant 502 » Plays Allotted to Thomas Killigrew
503 * Newman and Hunnis vs. Farrant 505 * The Condition of
the £200 Bond 509 « The Condition of the £50 Bond 5171 -
Evans vs. Kendall 512 + Kirkham and Kendall vs. Daniel 514 ¢
Rastall and Kirkham vs. Hawkins 516 * Keysar vs. Burbage et al.
520 * Evans vs. Kirkham 527 « Kirkham vs. Paunton et al. 534
* The Blackfriars Passage in Piers the Plowman’s Creed 547 ¢

290
306
341

373
426



O
~N O

I2.
13,
14.
I5.
76.
7.
18.
19.
20.
2r.
22.

23.

24.
25.

O SN NN~

(Contents

Excerpt from the Diary of the Duke of Stettin-Pomerania 551°
The Sharers’ Papers 553

BIBLIOGRAPHY

INDEX

ILLUSTRATIONS

Figures in the Text

T he arms of the Order of Preachers

T he sites of the Holborn and Ludgate precincts

T he Blackfriars Church at N orwich

T he Blackfriars subvault unearthed in 1900

Foundations of the church and guest house, uncarthed in 1915

Foundations of the chancel and chapel, unearthed in 1925

T he so-called Hoefnagel map of London

The Agas map

T he Korden map of 1593

T he revised Norden map of 1600

The John Leake survey

Vertue’s engraving of the Leake survey

An anonymous sketch based on the A gas map

An anonymous sketch based on the Vertue engraving

T he Ludgate precinct with relation to the streets of modern London

A conjectural diagram of the buildings in the Blackfriars precinct

Dimensions of the buildings in the western ranges

Sectional view of the auditorium of the playhouse

T'he Ogilby and Morgan map of 1677

John Rocque’s survey of 1746

A reconstruction of the Blackfriars auditorium and stage

Floor plan of the playhouse at the level of the pit and platform

Plan of the playhouse at the level of the middle gallery and the
upper stage

Diagram showing angle of vision from the pit into the upper stage

T he three levels of the Blackfriars stage

Plates

T he Dorter at Cleeve Abbey, Somerset.

1. T he Dominican Preaching Cross at Hereford.

X1X

560
565

34
47
48
50
60
60
6r
61
62
62
63
63
65
67
92
103
284
285
307
310

374
404
417



III.
IV.

VI.
VIIL.
VIIIL.

SHAKESPEARE’S BLACKFRIARS PLAYHOUSE

T he Night Stairs at Hexham Priory, Northumberland.

T he Undercroft at Battle Abbey, Sussex.

T he Lavatory at Gloucester Abbey, Gloucestershire.

T he Abbo?’s Kitchen at Glastonbury Abbey, Somerset.

T he Prior’s Lodging at Ely Cathedral Priory, Cambridgeshire.
T he Gatehouse at Worksop Priory, Nottinghamshire.



