CONTENTS

Preface ix
I. Foundations 1
1. Biography of the American Scholar 3
2. The Writings of James Fenimore Cooper 17

3. The Impossible Dream: Adventures in Editing
American Literary Texts 30

IL. American Literature and Culture: History and Theory 51

4. The American Literary Declaration of

Independence 53
5. The Roots of National Culture to 1830:

The First Frontier 72

6. The Awakening of Literary Consciousness,
1760-1830 87
7. The Four Faces of Emerson 105
8. The Second American Literary Renaissance 125
9. The Magic Mirror of American Fiction 144

10. The Cycle and the Roots: National Identity
in American Literature 161
III. The American Studies Movement 183
11. The Growth of American Literary Scholarship 187

12. Those Early Days: American Literature and
the Modern Language Association 205

13. Unity and Diversity in the Study of American
Culture: The American Studies Association

in Perspective 216

14. American Studies Abroad: Culture and
Foreign Policy 228
Bibliography of the Writings of Robert E. Spiller 251

Index 263



