Contents

Acknowledgements vi
Behan Comments on the Theatre Louis Calta 157
Brendan Behan’s Sober Side  Arthur Gelb 159
“There’s No Place on Earth Like the World!  Caroline Swann 162
Behan Back on Booze Binge Arthur Noble, Howard Wantuch and
Sidney Kline 165
Meeting Brendan Behan in New York AManus Canning 167
Behan Boxes the Conversational Compass  Brooks Atkinson 169
Large, Rumpled and Belligerent . 171
Brendan Behan’s Last Wake in Montreal ~ Tony Aspler 173
Christmas at Luggala Beatrice Behan 178
Brendan Behan Fined Thirty Pounds on Assault Charges 180
Behan in Jersey City 184
‘We Don’t Have Leprechauns, Paddys and Magic Mists’ 185
Notes by Sage of Nonsense 186
Behan Brings Back New Hate — Publishers  Arthur Brydon 187
Brendan Behan Sips Seltzer at Fishermen’s Wharf  Mike Thomas 189
In Defence of Brendan Behan Tim Pat Coogan 191
Behan Takes Swallow — But Won’t Touch the Bait  Jokn Alldridge 195
Irish Author, Playwright —and Talker ~Thomas Quinn Curtiss 198
Brendan Behan’s Quare World  Eamonn Martin 200
True Vintage Behan Rae Jeffs 205
Talking to Mrs Stephen Behan Marion Fitzgerald 207
The Ignominy of Success Sean Callery 212
Brendan ~ the Human Behan Michael O’Reilly 219
Brendan Behan Quwen Quinn 222
The Fear of Dying  Beatrice Behan 225
My New Role Beatrice Behan 228
A Portrait of Brendan Behan Drinking Life’s Last Bitter
Dregs Max Caulfield 235
Funeral Oration of Brendan Behan Matti O’ Neill 244
The Man Brendan Behan Tim Pat Coogan 246

Brendan Behan: Vital Human Being—a Memoir  Bryan MacMahon 249

Was Poet, Comedian, Rebel and Lover of People Proinsias
MacAonghusa 255

Tribute  Miched! O hAodha 257



vi CONTENTS

He Ran Too Quickly Sean 0’Casey

He Was So Much Larger Than Life  Frank O’Connor
Great Man  Sean Kenny

Greatest Dublin Jackeen Hugh Leonard

Brendan Behan: ‘Uproarious Tragedy’ Alan Brien
Rich in Talent and a Great Personality Benedict Kiely
This Man Behan David Nathan

Deckhand on Collier Maurice Richardson

He Squandered his Life Joan Littlewood

Behan: a Giant of a Man, Yet Gentle Kenneth Allsop
The Behan Waiter Hackett

My Friend Brendan Behan  Cathal Goulding

My Brother Brendan Rory Furlong

Behan’s Mother Wasn’t There Clare Boylan

Brendan  Brian Behan

Shed a Tear for Brendan Stan Davies

Brendan’s Confessions Rae Jeffs

That Old Triangle: a Memory of Brendan Behan Benedict Kiely

Brendan Behan Francis MacManus
A Last Instalment John B. Keane
Rite Words in Rote Order Gabriel Fallon

The Importance of Being Brendan ~ Michedl MacLiamméir

A Monstrous Egotist  Desmond MacNamara
The Home and the Colonial Boy  Jokn Ryan

Additional Bibliography
Index

258

261
262
264
265
267
268
269
270
271
275
283
285
287
294
296
299
310
312
316
321
323
325

338

342



