
CONTENTS 

PREFACE 
LIST OF THE GRAMMATICAL CORNERSTONES IN THE BOOK 
ABBREVIATIONS: NAMES OF THE BOOKS IN THE HEBREW BIBLE 
ABBREVIATIONS: GRAMMATICAL TERMS 

SECTION 1 
Hebrew Alphabet • Vowel Signs and their Pronunciation 
SECTION 2 
Dissimilarity between Sounds and Spelling • Dagesh • Vowel Letters • 
Silent X Aleph • Diphthongs • Word Stress 
SECTION 3 
"Long" and "Short" Vowels • Vowel Categories • Full and Simple Vowels • 
Transliteration of Vowels • Shva • Supporting Vowels for Gutturals • 
Relationship between Consonants and Vowels • Verbless Clause • Independent 
Personal Pronouns in Singular 

SECTION 4 
Syllable Types • Consonant and Vowel Clusters • Syllable Division • Qamets-lol 
• Basic Rule of Vocalization 

SECTION 5 
Relationship between Vowels and Stress • Unchangeable and Changeable 
Vowels • Regular Vowel Change • Definite Article QH • Adjectives: Inflection 
of Gender and Number • Nouns: Inflection of Gender and Number • 
Independent Personal Pronouns in Plural 

SECTION 6 
Special Readings (Qere) • Inseparable Prepositions: • 72 ,V ,3 ,3 • Usage of 
Adjectives • Accent Signs and Pause 

SECTION 7 
Word Formation in General • Unchangeable and Changeable Consonants • 
Regular Consonant Change • Unchangeable and Changeable Root Types • 
Inseparable Prepositions followed by MUT' YHWH and DVfrX 

SECTION 8 
Conjunction ) 'and' • Demonstrative Pronouns • Noun Types • Regular 
Masculine Nouns • Regular Feminine Nouns • Penultimate Nouns 

SECTION 9 
Twin-consonant Nouns • Irregular Nouns • Formation of Nouns and Adjectives 
• Vowel Raising ("Attenuation") • Existence/Non-existence fX/tP?. • 
Have/Have not h f X/1? ($?.) 'Pull and Defective Writing 

xi 
xiv 
xv 
xvi 

1 

13 

19 

25 

32 

38 

45 

53 

60 



CONTENTS 

SECTION 10 67 
Nouns: Free and Bound Forms • Noun Chains • Adjective-plus-noun Chain • 
Quantifier *73 
SECTION 11 77 
Pronouns: Attached Forms • Prepositions and Adverbs with "Singular" 
Attached Pronouns • Nouns in Singular with Attached Pronouns 

SECTION 12 86 
Prepositions with "Plural" Attached Pronouns • Nouns in Plural with Attached 
Pronouns • Questions • Sound Changes across Word Boundaries • More 
about Sound Changes in Words in Pause 

SECTION 13 98 
Verb System • Perfect in General: Form and Meaning • *7!S73 (Qal, the 
G-stem) Perfect: Basic Forms (Unchangeable Verbs, •''fr/tS') * Perfect 
of Verbs with Gutturals and DI-K Aleph Verbs • *7572 Perfect of the Irregular 
Verb • Vowel Lowering (Philippi's Law) • Verbal Clause 

SECTION 14 108 
Object Marker ("HX) HX • Direction Marker HT • Verbal Clause with 
Variant Word Order • Verbal Clause with an Additional Personal Pronoun • 
Particles-as-intensifiers • Denoting Immediate Presence by Hi}!! 

SECTION 15 122 
Perfect of n-VI Vav/Yod (Hollow) Verbs • *7573 Perfect of Twin-consonant 

Verbs • b$73 Perfect of III-''/1 Vav/Yod (III-H He) Verbs • Relative Clauses • 
Usage of the Verb TPi! 'be' 

SECTION 16 135 
Imperfect in General: Form and Meaning • *7573 Imperfect: Basic Forms 
(Unchangeable Verbs, D^Vt^) • *7573 Imperfect of I-Guttural Verbs • *7$73 
Imperfect of II-Guttural Verbs, Ill-Guttural Verbs and III-X Aleph Verbs • 
*7S7S Imperfect of the Irregular Verbs and 11 
SECTION 17 146 

§ Imperative • Lengthened Imperfect • Shortened Imperfect • Negative 
Commands and Prohibitions • Particle-as-intensifier XJ 
SECTION 18 153 
Participles in General • Participles of *7$73: (Unchangeable Verbs) 
and II-VI Vav/Yod Verbs • Participles with Deviant Form • Usage of Participles 
• Negation of Participles • Participles with Tense Markers • Conjunctions 'S 
and ItfX 

SECTION 19 164 
Infinitives in General • Infinitives of V|S73: (Unchangeable Verbs) • 
Infinitives with Deviant Form • Usage of the (Ordinary) Infinitive. • Usage of 
the Infinitive-as-intensifier • Negation of Infinitives • Quotation Marker iftXV 



CONTENTS ix 

SECTION 20 174 
Verb Chains with 1/Ell * Inverting- Vav • Usage of Verb Chains • Expression 
of Purpose and Result • *773 Perfect with Attached Object Pronouns 
SECTION 21 184 
*?732 (the N-stem): Basic Forms (Unchangeable Verbs, • *7)732 
Verbs with Deviant Form • Meaning of the Derived Stems • Meaning of 
*?732 Verbs • *7J73 Imperfect and Imperative with Attached Object Pronouns 
SECTION 22 195 
*7173 ,Vj73 (the D- and Dp-stems): Basic Forms (Unchangeable Verbs, 
O'lpVt?) • bj73 and Vj73 Verbs with Deviant Form • Meaning of *773 and 
*7)73 Verbs 

SECTION 23 207 
Hytrin (the HtD-stem): Basic Forms (Unchangeable Verbs, d,3I7tCi) • On 
Sound Changes of *7)731111 Verbs • Meaning of 7)731111 Verbs 
SECTION 24 218 
"773.1 (the H- and Hp-stems): Basic Forms (Unchangeable Verbs, 
D,3*7^') • Shortened Imperfect (Jussive) of •,3*7t7 (Unchangeable 
Verbs) • *7''7311 and *7731 Verbs with Deviant Form • Meaning of *7''73n 
and *773.1 Verbs 
SECTION 25 232 
*773 Imperfect of I-X Aleph Verbs • *773 Imperfect, Imperative and Infinitive 
of I-VI Vav/Yocl Verbs • *773 Imperfect, Imperative and Infinitive of 1-2 Nun 
Verbs • *773 Imperfect of ID-Vl Vav/Yod (HI-.I He) Verbs 
SECTION 26 243 
'One Another' (Expression of Reciprocity) • Verbs with Two Direct Objects 
(Double Transitivity) • Time Frame • Expression of Wish • Adverbs and 
Adverbial Constructions • *7731117.1: the Verb <1)11!3\1 

SECTION 27 254 
*773 Imperfect of II-VI Vav/Yod Verbs and Twin-consonant Verbs • *7732, 
V^S.I and *773.1 of II-VI Vav/Yod Verbs and Twin-consonant Verbs • 
*?Vi311.1 ,*7*?13~,*?^i3 Verbs • Oaths 
SECTION 28 264 
Numerals • Denoting Age • Conditional Clauses 
FOUR STYLES OF BIBLICAL PROSE: TEXT SAMPLES 276 

i Narrative Texts: Gen. 15:1—10, 13—14, 18—21; Gen. 16:15—16, 17:1—10; 
Gen. 22:1-19 

ii Legal Texts: Dt. 5:1—33, 6:1—18; Dt. 11:13—21 
in Parables and Proverbs: 2 Sam. 12:1—9; Ecc. 1:4, 7, 9; 3:1—3, 6, 8 
iv Prophetic Speeches: Isa. 2:1-4 



X CONTENTS 

APPENDIX I: Hebrew via Hebrew Names 287 
APPENDIX II: Regular Sound Changes in Hebrew 292 
APPENDIX EI: Guide to Grammatical Terms 297 
HEBREW-ENGLISH VOCABULARY 298 
ENGLISH-HEBREW VOCABULARY 311 
KEY TO THE EXERCISES 315 


