
Contents 

Preface vii 
List of Abbreviations viii 

CHAPTER I I 
Introduction: 'The Book of the Tales of Canterbury' 

CHAPTER Z Z 6 
'Of Storiai Thyng That Toucheth Gentillesse': The Knight's 
Tale and its Chaucerian Affinities 

I. An Approach to the Knight's Tale, p.z6 
II. The Action of the Tale, p.3 8 
HI. The 'Unfinished' Tales of Chivalry, p.49 

CHAPTER 3 55 
The Miller's Tale and Other Tales of 'Harlotrie' 

The Miller's Tale — The Shipman's Tale — The Reeve's 
Tale 

CHAPTER 4 79 
'Ensamples Trewe and Olde': from the Monk's Tale to the 
Pardoner's Tale 

I. Narrative in Harness — The Monk's Tale, p.79 
II. The Pardoner's Exemplum, p.90 
III. The Exemplum and its Context, p. 100 

CHAPTER 5 106 
The Quest for Meed 

The Friar's Tale — The Summoner's Tale — The 
Canon's Yeoman's Prologue and Tale. 

CHAPTER 6 1x9 
Chaucer's 'Wyves' and the Art of Persuasion 

I. The Wife of Bath's Prologue, p. 120 
IF ~"ie Wife of Bath's Tale, p. 124 
III. The Clerk's Tale, p. 129 
IV. The Merchant's Tale, p. 134 
V. The Franklin's Tale, p.139 

CHAPTER 7 147 
Gems of Chastity 

The Physician's Tale and the Prioress's Tale 

CHAPTER 8 159 
'Taketh the Moralité, Goode Men' 

The Manciple's Tale and the Nun's Priest's Tale 

Notes 
List of Works Cited 

177 
202 


