
CONTENTS 

Acknowledgements page x 
Note on currency xii 
List of abbreviations xiii 

INTRODUCTION I 
Prisoners and ransoms I 
The context of the Hundred Years War 7 
Public versus private interests 12 

1 LAW, RANSOM AND THE STATUS OF 
THE PRISONER OF WAR 19 

The law of arms 20 
Royal ordinances of war 28 
Honour 31 
The law of contract 39 
Lex talionis 45 
Money 48 
Conclusion 51 

2 PRINCES, MASTERS AND PRISONERS 52 
The rules 52 
The 'Scottish question': Edward III and Henry IV 55 
The weight of an alliance: Charles V and Charles VII 61 
Henry V, a ruthless master 71 
Conclusion 78 

3 STATUS AND POLITICS IN LANCASTRIAN 
NORMANDY 80 

New policies for a new political order 82 
Guerrilla warfare and the status of prisoners of war 87 
Criminal charges against prisoners of war 91 
Conclusion 97 

vii 



Contents 

THE PROCESS OF RANSOMING (i): FROM 
CAPTURE TO CAPTIVITY 

The lure of profits 
The game of capture 
Transfer of prisoners 
Captivity 
Conclusion 

THE PROCESS OF RANSOMING (il): THE PRICE 
OF FREEDOM 

How to estimate the value of a prisoner 
Added costs 
A two-tier system 
Substitutes for ransoms: rebates and exchanges of prisoners 
Conclusion 

MERCHANTS, BANKING AND TRADE 
Money-changing 
Money transfer 
Money-lending 
Licences and safe-conducts to trade 
Merchant-prisoners 
Conclusion 

ASSISTANCE TO PRISONERS (l): VASSALS 
AND SUBJECTS - THE END OF CUSTOMARY AIDS? 

Ransom aids and French princes 
Noble levies:Jean de Chauvigny and his subjects 
Ransoms and royal taxations 
Conclusion 

ASSISTANCE TO PRISONERS (il): KINGS 
AND PRINCES - FIRST OR LAST RESORT? 

An initiative of the prisoner: from petition to grant 
Honourable, long and loyal service to the crown 
The enquiry 
Grants and grantees: a profile 
The contribution 
Conclusion 

ASSISTANCE TO PRISONERS (ill): 
THE SOCIAL CIRCLE OF THE PRISONER 

Captains and their men 
Treaties of surrender 
Companions, partners and brothers-in-arms 

viii 



Family support 
Conclusion 

CONCLUSION 

Bibliography 
Index 

Contents 

246 
25S 
257 

264 
286 

ix 


