
Contents 

Preface vii 

Introduction: Documentary Realism 1 

Fact and Fiction in the Realistic Novel 16 
Realism and Contemporary Fiction 16 
Truman Capote's In Cold Blood 

as a Test Case 20 
Reality Reference in Fiction and 

Nonfiction 'Fiction' 22 
Expectation Patterns and Reality References 27 

The Aligned Text: Discourse Types and 
Functional Modes 34 

On Textual Categorization 34 
Nonfiction Into Fiction Goes, But . . . 37 
The Functional View 45 
The Functional View: Verbal Signals 48 
The Functional View: Signals of 

Intention and Context 51 
The Aligned Text 54 

Story and History 58 
History and Fiction 58 
Mailer, The Armies of the Night 64 
Doctorow, Ragtime 70 
Burgess, Earthly Powers 78 
Michener, Texas 89 
Conclusions 96 

Communicating the Incommunicable 99 
Holocaust and Literary Form 99 
Keneally, Schindler's Ark 105 
Thomas, The White Hotel 115 

V 



vi Contents 

Styron, Sophie's Choice 129 
Conclusions 137 

6 Transformations of Dr Freud 141 
Freud in Fact and Fiction 141 
Stone, The Passions of the Mind 147 
Harrison, Freud. A Novel 154 
Thomas, The White Hotel 167 
Burgess, The End of the World News 161 
Doctorow, Ragtime 172 
Conclusions 175 

7 Documentary Realism and 
the Postmodernist Scene 180 

Notes 192 
Bibliography 208 
Index 214 


