
L i e s B e f o r e
O u r E y e s
The Denial of Gender from

the Bible to Shakespeare and Beyond

PETER LANG
Oxford • Bern • Berlin • Bruxelles • Frankfurt am Main • New York • Wien



Table of Contents

Acknowledgements 5

Preface 9

Chapter 1 11

Images of the Mucosa as Angelic Metaphor
in the Sex-Gender Bindary in Western Culture 11
Violence as the Legacy of the Sex-Gender Binary 20
Mediating the Battle 22
The Mucosa: A Being of Middle Nature 27
Bakhtin, Barthes and the Mucosa 29
The Snail-Tail/Sugar-Spice Syndrome 36
Defining the Mucosa as Angelic Metaphor 45
Identifying the Mucosa 47
Queen or Quean? The Mucosa in Drag 62
Not|yet| in the True 1. 69

Chapter II '. 71
Mining Traces of a Same/Other Sexuality
in Western Narrative Tradition 71
The Skeleton Covered in Seaweed: Tracing the Mucosa
in Greek and Judeo-Christian Charter Narratives 75
A Man in a Woman's Garment 85
The Parable of the Leaven 102

Chapter III 109
Deconstructing the Equilibrium:
The Mucosa in Antigone and The Scarlet Letter 109
The Mucosa in Greek Drama: Antigone and Teiresias 112



The Mucosa in Hawthorne's The Scarlet Letter:
Roger Chillingworth 129
Establishing a New Ground: "The Custom House" 131
New Figure, Old Ground:
Roger Chillingworth as the Mucosa 139

Chapter IV 161
Reading Towards Apostasy:
Sir John Falstaff, Quean of the Boar's Head 161
The Damned Brawn:
Identifying Falstaff as the Mucosa 173
Not Freedom in Society, but from Society 202

Chapter V 205
"An Ethics of Sexual Difference": Falstaff the Mucosa
as an Agent of Renewal and Regeneration 205
Enter Soldiers:
The Dominator Model in the Falstaff Plays 209
"Rare words! Brave words!" 219
"What, shall we be merry?" 223
"There's that will sack a city." 231
"Thou art essentially made without seeming so":
The Impact of Falstaff as the Mucosa 235

Chapter VI 239
The Mucosa: Salvation from the Hidden River 239
Sir John and All 245
The Gift from the Imagination 246

Works Cited 249


