
Richard Humphrey/Ansgar Nunning/Simon Cooke

Essential Study Skills
for Bachelor/Master in
English and American Studies

Klett Lernen und Wissen



Table of Contents

Starting Up _ _ _ 7
1 Are you a potential student of British and American Studies? 7
2 How to select your university and course of study 10
3 How to get adjusted to university life 18
4 How to manage your time as a student 24
5 How to set up your work-place 31
6 How to manage your eating, drinking and sleeping 36

The Essentials 40
7 How to prepare and give a presentation 40
8 How to write a seminar paper 46
9 How to get the best out of a lecture 54
10 How to conduct literary research 57
11 How to ensure that your English is always improving,

always state-of-the-art 63
12 How to use local and national library facilities and resources 68
13 How to get the best out of the web 73
14 How to work on a final dissertation 79
15 How to apply for a semester/year abroad as an ERASMUS student 88
16 How to apply for a year abroad as language assistant at a school 98
17 How to be successful during your time abroad 103
18 How to write an essay at a British/American university 108
19 How to approach exams 110
20 How to prepare for an oral exam 113
21 How to prepare for a written exam 121
22 How to prepare for an exam in translation into English 128
23 How to prepare for an exam in essay-writing 133

The Extras 139
24 How to find an internship or holiday job in an English-speaking

country 139
25 How to apply for scholarships at home and abroad 142
26 How to deal with uncomprehending parents and relatives 147

Moving On 150
27 How to embark on a doctorate 150
28 How to approach the job market with a degree in British and

American Studies 153
29 How to embark on a career as a university teacher 160
30 The good student: a skills profile 163

Bibliography _ 167


