Edited by

Mary Rhiel and David Suchoff

ROUTLEDGE o NEW YORK AND LONDON



O Contents

Acknowledgments

Preface William S. McFeely

Introduction Mary Rhiel and David Suchoff
Part One

MASS MEDIA, BIOGRAPHY, AND CULTURAL MEMORY

Introduction K. Anthony Appiah

. 1. BISEXUALITY AND CELEBRITY
Marjorie Garber

2. PERSONAL STORIES AND
NATIONAL MEANINGS
Memory, Reenactment,
and the Image
Marita Sturken

3. INVENTING AND INTERPRETING

MALCOLM X
Michael Eric Dyson
Part Two -
PRIVATE LIVES, PUBLIC FIGURES
Introduction William S. McFeely

4. READING THE SILENCES IN
A GAY LIFE
The Case of Bayard Rustin

John D’Emilio
5. OUTING HISTORY
: Blanche Wiesen Cook

6. MICHAEL HARRINGTON
An “Other” American
Maurice Isserman

Part Three
CHANGING THE SUBJECT
Introduction Betty Sasaki

1. TWO PAINTINGS BY
WILLIAM H. JOHNSON
Richard J. Powell

vii

13

k]|

&3

57

59

69

75

85

89



8. RECONSTRUCTING ENTERPRISE
Madam Walker, Black Womanhood,
and the Transformation of the
American Culture of Success

Jeffrey Louis Decker 99
9. FRIDA KAHLO
Life into Art
Hayden Herrera 13
Part Four
WHOSE LIFE IS IT, ANYWAY?
Introduction Barbara Jobnson 19

10. TELLING SECRETS
Diane Wood Middlebrook 123
11. CONFESSIONS OF A
BURNED-OUT BIOGRAPHER
Phyllis Rose 13

12. Incidents IN THE LIFE
OF HARRIET JACOBS
Jean Fagan Yellin 137

13. TAKING A LIFE
Hot Pursuit and Cold Rewards
in a Mexican Testimonial Novel
Doris Sommer 147

Part Five
POSTMODERNISM AND THE POSSIBILITY OF BIOGRAPHY

Introduction Marjorie Garber 175

14. TELLING THE TELLER
Memoir and Story

Sherley Anne Williams 179
15. “CATASTROPHIC ENCOUNTERS”
Postmodern Biography
as Witness to History
Marilyn L. Brownstein 165

16. YOUR NEAREST EXIT MAY BE BEHIND YOU
Autobiography and the
Post-Modernist Moment
Clark Blaise 201

Contributors Mn
Index 213



