
TONI MORRISON'S FICTION

CONTEMPORARY CRITICISM

EDITED BY

DAVID L. MIDDLETON

GARLAND PUBLISHING, INC.

NEW YORK AND LONDON

1997



Contents

Introduction
Reading from Without and Within: Critical Argument

and the Study of Toni Morrison xi

Part 1: The Bluest Eye

Storytelling and Moral Agency
Lynne Tirrell 3

Tracking "The Look" in the Novels of Toni Morrison
Ed Guerrero 27

Part 2: Sula
Toni Morrison: The Struggle to Depict the Black Figure

on the White Page
Timothy B. Powell 45

Who Cares? Women-Centered Psychology in Sula

Diane Gillespie and Missy Dehn Kubitschek 61

Part 3: Song of Solomon
Faulkner and Joyce in Morrison's Song of Solomon

David Cowart 95
Civilizations Underneath: African Heritage as Cultural

Discourse in Toni Morrison's Song of Solomon

Gay Wilentz 109
"Rememory": Primal Scenes and Constructions in

Toni Morrison's Novels
AshrafH.A. Rushdy 135



Part 4: Tar Baby
Paradise Lost and Found: Dualism and Edenic Myth in

Toni Morrison's Tar Baby

Lauren Lepow 165

The Ancestor as Foundation in Their Eyes Were Watching

God and Tar Baby

Sandra Pouchet Paquet 183

Part 5: Beloved

Beloved and the New Apocalypse
Susan Bowers 209

Fleshly Ghosts and Ghostly Flesh: The Word and
the Body in Beloved

David Lawrence 231
Margaret Atwood and Toni Morrison: Reflections on

Postmodernism and the Study of Religion and
Literature

Ann-Janine Morey 247

Part 6: Jazz
The Function of Jazz in Toni Morrison's Jazz

Barbara Williams Lewis

Movin' on up: The Madness of Migration in
Toni Morrison's Jazz

Deborah H. Barnes

The Problem of Narrative in Toni Morrison's Jazz %
Katherine J. Mayberry

Contributors

Credits

Index

271

283

297

311

317

321

viii CONTENTS


