
CONTENTS 

Foreword i 
Introduction 1 

I. The Geographical Space of Yoknapatawpha 

1. Topography: Yoknapatawpha County - A Sketch Map 
of Reality? 13 

1.1. Panorama and Boundaries of Faulkner ' s Fictional 
Space 22 

1.2. The Geographical Location 35 

2. The Meaning of Statistics: Rurality and the 
"Black Shadow" 38 

3. Jefferson and Oxford: 
The Apocryphal and the Actual 42 

3.1. The County Seat: 
The Geographical and Social Focus 43 

3.2. "Each in Its Ordered Place": The Spatial 
Structure of Jefferson 48 

3.3. The Square 50 
3.3.1. The Courthouse 54 
3.3.2. The Confederate Monument 60 
3.3.3. The Jail 65 
3.4. Public Spaces 72 
3.4.1. Centers of Communication 73 
3.4.2. Places of Economy and Trade 78 
3.4.3. Spaces of Law, Order, and Institutionalized 

Religion 86 
3.4.4. Spaces of Culture and Education 91 
3.4.5. Social Spaces of the Black Community 93 
3.5. Private Spaces 98 
3.5.1. Aristocratic Spaces of Private Life 100 
3.5.2. The "Dark House" 113 



4. The County: Rural Space in Fact and Fiction 122 
4.1. The North-West-Sector 125 
4.1.1. The Sartoris Plantation 127 
4.1.2. Sutpen's Hundred 133 
4.1.3. The Big Bottom 140 
4.1.4. Wyott's Crossing 147 
4.2. The North-East-Sector 150 
4.2.1. The McCaslin-Edmonds Plantation 150 
4.2.2. Beat Four 154 
4.2.3. The MacCallum Farm and the World of 

the Hill Folk 161 
4.3. The South-East-Sector 166 
4.3.1. The Old Frenchman's Place 167 
4.3.2. Frenchman's Bend 170 
4.4. The South-West-Sector 178 

II. The Space of History 

1. The Panorama of History 180 
2. Settlement and Indian Removal: The Land and 

the Curse 188 
3. Foundation of Town and County: The Establishment 

of an Ordered Community 201 
4. From Frontier to Civil War: A Social Edifice 

and Its Pillars 210 
5. The Civil War: The Myth of the Lost Cause 223 
6. Reconstruction: Values Old and New 236 
7. The New South: Change and Continuity 248 
8. History, Space, and Man: "The Past Is 

Never Dead" 268 

Conclusion 278 

Abbreviations 
Bibliography 

284 
285 


