TONI MORRISON'S
Song of Solomon

* * *

A CASEBOOK

Edited by

Jan Furman

OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

2003



Contents

Introduction 3
JAN FURMAN

People Who Could Fly 21
JULIUS LESTER

Part I Quest for Identity

The Quest for and Discovery of Identity
in Toni Morrison’s Song of Solomon 27
VALERIE SMITH

The South in Toni Morrison’s Song of Solomon:
Initiation, Healing, and Home 43
CATHERINE CARR LEE



viii Contents

Part I Myth and Folklore

“Unruly and Let Loose”:
Myth, Ideology, and Gender in Song of Solomon 67
MICHAEL AWKWARD

Song of Solomon: Rejecting Rank’s Monomyth
> .
and Feminism 95
GERRY BRENNER

Part III Narrative Influence

Doe Hunting and Masculinity:
Song of Solomon and Go Down, Moses 113
JOHN N. DUVALL

Civilizations Underneath: African Heritage as
Cultural Discourse in Toni Morrison’s Song of Solomon 137
GAY WILENTZ

Toni Morrison’s Song of Solomon: A Blues Song 165
JOYCE M. WEGS

Names to Bear Witness: The Theme and Tradition of
Naming in Toni Morrison’s Song af Solomon 185
LUCINDA H. MACKETHAN

Part IV Historical Perspectives

Dead Teachers: Rituals of Manhood and Rituals of
Reading in Song of Solomon 201
LINDA KRUMHOLZ



Contents ix

Part V An Interview

Toni Morrison: The Art of Fiction 233
. ELISSA SCHAPPELL

Chronology: African-American History, 1865-1977 267

Selected Bibliography 273



