
READING
SEATTLE
The City in Prose

Edited by

Peter Donahue and John Trombold

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON PRESS

Seattle and London



Contents

FOREWORD XI

Charles Johnson

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS XV

INTRODUCTION 3

Peter Donahue

PART 1: COMING INTO FOCUS (1930s-1980s)

Northwest Gateway: The Story

of the Port of Seattle 21

Archie Binns

The Executioner Waits 31

Josephine Herbst

Farthest Reach: Oregon and Washington 40

Nancy Wilson Ross

Annie lordan: A Novel of Seattle 46

Mary Brinker Post

Long Old Road 49

Horace R. Cayton



Contents

How I Grew 55

Mary McCarthy

Anybody Can Do Anything 59

Betty MacDonald

Skid Road: An Informal Portrait of Seattle 65

Murray Morgan

Nisei Daughter 73

Monica Sone

No-NoBoy 80

John Okada

Seattle, Past to Present 86

Roger Sale

Digressions of a Native Son 91

Emmett Watson

The Real West Marginal Way: A Poet's

Autobiography 96

Richard Hugo

PART 2. MANY VOICES (1980s-1990s)

Still Life with Woodpecker 109

Tom Robbins

The Rainy City 115

Earl W. Emerson

Sisters of the Road 118

Barbara Wilson

Contents

Seattle's Son 122

David Guterson

The Good Rain: Across Time

and Terrain in the Pacific Northwest 127

Timothy Egan

Hunting Mister Heartbreak: A Discovery

of America 132

Jonathan Raban

Black Planet: Facing Race

during an NBA Season 141

David Shields

Emerald City: Third & Pike 147

Charlotte Watson Sherman

Seattle and Vicinity 152

Colette Brooks

A Good Man 159

Rebecca Brown

Lying in Wait 166

/. A. Jance

Rites of Passage: A Memoir

of the Sixties in Seattle 174

Walt Crowley

Street 182

Jack Cady

Cold Snap 185

Thorn Jones



Contents

American Bullfrog 199

Charles D'Ambrosio

Indian Killer 204

Sherman Alexie

Blurred Vision: How the Eighties

Began in One American Household 211

Natalia Rachel Singer

Dark Blue Suit 221

Peter Bacho

PART 3. UNTO ITSELF (1990s-EARLY 2000s)

A Fair Trade 231
Michael Byers

Seattle Now: A Letter 241

Emily Baillargeon Russin

Allan Stein 251

Matthew Stadler

Sleep Dummy 256

Matt Briggs

Breaking In 264

Paisley Rekdal

Cruddy 271

Lynda Barry

Green Lake 275

Edwin Weihe

Contents

Never Mind Nirvana 283

Mark Lindquist

Pearl's Secret: A Black Man's Search

for His White Family 292

Neil Henry

The Strangeness of Beauty 299

Lydia Minatoya

Epilogue 307

John Trombold

BIBLIOGRAPHY 315


