
Democracy and Federalism
in the European Union
and the United States

Exploring post-national governance

Edited by Sergio Fabbrini

Routledge
Taylor & Francis Croup

LONDON AND NEW YORK



Contents

List of contributors vii
Preface ix

INTRODUCTION
Why compare the EU and the US? 1

1 Is the EU exceptional? The EU and the US in comparative
perspective 3
SERGIO FABBRINI

PARTI
The EU from federalist projects to a supranational polity 25

2 European federalism: past resilience, present problems 27
MARK GILBERT

3 The constitutionalization of the EU: steps towards a
supranational polity 44
ALEC STONE SWEET

4 The emergence of the EU supranational polity and its
implications for democracy 57
JAMES A. CAPORASO

PART II
Features and problems of the US federal polity 77

5 Nation and federalism in the American historical experience:
a model for Europe? 79
EDOARDO TORTAROLO



vi Contents

6 Territory, electorates and markets in the US: the construction
of democratic federalism and its implications for the EU 93
ALBERTA M. SBRAGIA

7 Citizens in American federalism: locating accountability in a
dispersed system 104

BRUCE E. CAIN

PART III

Market, state and social rights in the EU and the US 117
8 Building a market without a state: the EU in an American

perspective 119
SERGIO FABBRINI

9 European polity-building: searching for legitimacy between
economic and social Europe 133
VINCENT DELLA SALA

10 Is social capitalism exportable? Considerations from the EU
enlargement 148
DONALD SASSOON

PART IV
The constitutional challenges of a supranational polity 165

11 Post-national democracy as post-national democratization 167
ALBERTA M. SBRAGIA

12 The EU and the challenge of a post-national constitution 183
YVES MENY

13 Is international democracy possible? A critical view 194
ROBERT A. DAHL

Index 205


