
The Wordsworthian
Enlightenment
Romantic Poetry and the Ecology of Reading

Edited by Helen Regueiro Elam and
Frances Ferguson

The Johns Hopkins University Press
Baltimore



Contents

Acknowledgments vii

HELEN REGUEIRO ELAM AND FRANCES FERGUSON I

Introduction

PART i: Nature and Memory in the Post Era

1 GEOFFREY H. HARTMAN 29

Reading: The Wordsworthian Enlightenment

2 ORTWIN DE GRAEF 45

Encrypted Sympathy: Wordsworth's Infant Ideology

3 FRANCES FERGUSON 71

Romantic Memory

PART 11: Boundaries and the Problem of Knowledge

4 PAUL H. FRY Vb \ 07

Green to the Very Door? The Natural Wordsworth

5 GERALD L. BRUNS 112

Poetic Knowledge: Geoffrey Hartman's Romantic Poetics

6 ROBERT J. GRIFFIN 120

Wordsworth's Horse

PART i n : Representation and Terror: Proleptic Histories

7 ALAN LIU 149

The New Historicism and the Work of Mourning



vi Contents

8 KEVIS GOODMAN 158

Making Time for History: Wordsworth, the New
Historicism, and the Apocalyptic Fallacy

9 PATRICIA PARKER 172

Sound Government, Polymorphic Bears: The Winters Tale

and Other Metamorphoses of Eye and Ear

10 PETER J. MANNING I9I

The Other Scene of Travel: Wordsworth's "Musings Near

Aquapendente"

11 DONALD G. MARSHALL 212

Writing Criticism: Art, Transcendence, and History

PART iv: Audible Scenes: Ecologies of Reading

12 J. DOUGLAS KNEALE 227

Gentle Hearts and Hands: Reading Wordsworth after

Geoffrey Hartman
13 LUCY NEWLYN 247

"Reading After": The Anxiety of the Writing Subject

14 LESLIE BRISMAN 263

Daring to Go Wrong p

15 J. HILLIS MILLER 281

Rachel When from the Lord

16 CATHY CARUTH 296

An Interview with Geoffrey Hartman

Notes 319
Contributors 367
Index 371


