
HANDBUCH DER ORIENTALISTIK
ZWEITE ABTEILUNG

INDIEN
HERAUSGEGEBEN VON J . G O N D A

DRITTER BAND

GESCHICHTE

ZWEITER ABSCHNITT

THE STATE
IN INDIAN TRADITION



THE STATE
IN INDIAN TRADITION

BY

HARTMUT SCHARFE

E.J. BRILL
LEIDEN . NEW YORK · K0BENHAVN · KÖLN

1989



CONTENTS

Abbreviations VII
I. Introduction 1

1. The question of the Indian state 1
2. The geopolitical setting 3
3. Our sources 15

II. The king and his court 26
1. The royal family 26
2. The king's charisma 33
3. The king's potency 44
4. The world ruler as ideal 51
5. Legitimacy and succession 55
6. Deposition 66
7. Security 71
8. Royal titles 74
9. The consecration of a king 80

10. The divinity of kings 92
11. Priests, ascetics, temples 106
12. The purohita 112
13. The queen 118

III. State administration 127
1. The Vedic period 127
2. The pre-classical period 130
3. The classical period 147
4. State bureaucracy 157
5. The secret services 159
6. The cities 165

IV. The armed forces 175
1. Heroism as duty 175
2. The field army 186

a) elephants 188
b) chariots 191
c) cavalry 193
d) infantry 195

3. Forts 199
V. Policy 202

1. Foreign affairs 202
2. The goals of statesmanship 212

a) Brahminical and Buddhists positions 212
b) The king as upholder of dharma 220



VI CONTENTS

VI. A synthetic view of the development of the state in India.. 228

Select bibliography 242
Primary Sources 242

Vedic Texts 242
Texts on dharma and artha 242
Classical Sanskrit Literature 243
Text of Various Indian sastra-s 243
Inscriptions 243
Buddhist and Jaina Texts 243
Epics and Puranas 244
Texts in Dravidian Languages 244
Indo-Persian Texts 244
Other Primary Sources 244

Secondary Literature 245
Indices

Authors 250
Texts 251
Indian Terms 252
Topical Index 259


