
Philosophy and Dissidence 
Cold W ar Europe

Aspen E. Brinton

palgrave
macmillan



Contents

Acknow ledgm ents ix

Preface xi

Introduction 1
Dissidents as Beings-in-Question 5
After and before 1989 19
Genre and Philosophical Syncretism 2 6

Chapter 1 Horizons of the Dissident Life-World 29
The Post-Totalitarian Life-World: A Banality o f Fear 32
The Un-truths of the Communist Life-World 38
Spiritual and M oral Crises 43
Using the Leverage o f Human Rights 46
Civil Society and Its Intellectual Life-World 51
Ethics and M orals, Local and Global 54
Zeitgeist and Lebenswelt: Collective Memory in the Present 60  
The Underground Space between Public and Private 64

Chapter 2  M utual Recognition in the Parallel Polis 69
The Parallel Polis: Space and Place 70
The Hobbesian Provocation: Conflict, Civility, and

Civil Society 75
The “Honor and Profit of Association” : Tocqueville and

Hegel on Civil Society 80
Social Conditions, Self-Love, and M utual Weakness:

Possibilities for Civil Society 87
Acting in Concert: Hannah Arendt, Associations, and 

Memory 9 7
“Wretched Clubs” or “True Associations” ? Incivility and 

Incomplete Recognition 106
“Civil Society”: Present, Past, and Future 114



viii Contents

Chapter 3 Toward an Existential Recognition: The Self and
Other in Dissidence 121
Communities of Saints: Pastors, Liturgy, and Churches 125
The Words o f a Song: Musicians, Lyrics, and Fragility 137
Imaginative Irrationality: Art, Literature, and Dreams 141
Philosophies o f Existence: Being, Questioning, and Creating 149 
Jan  Pato£ka: Truth, Solidarity, and Care o f the Soul 160
Existential Recognition: Toward a New Horizon 173
Death and Political Philosophy 177

Conclusion As if I Were a Dissident: A Guide to Thinking
and Acting 18 7

Notes

Bibliography

Index

195 

2 45  

2 6 5


