
Politics and Politicians in 
Contemporary US Television 
Washington as Fiction 

Edited by 
Betty Kaklamanidou and Margaret J. T ally 

i~ ~~!1~~;~~:up 
LONDON AND NEW YORK 



Contents 

Acknowledgement IX 

List of contributors X 

Foreword: Television criticism and contemporary US politics Xll 

DOUGLAS KELLNER 

Introduction: American television in the 2010s 1 
BETTY KAKLAMANIDOU AND MARGARET TALL Y 

1 The political TV shows of the 2010s: showrunners, reality 
and gender 17 
BETIY KAKLAMANIDOU AND MARGARET TALLY 

2 "The last hurrah": The West Wing and the future of American 
politics after 9/11 34 
IAN SCOTT 

3 "Stand up, 6.ght back": race and policing in The Good Wife 
and Scandal 47 
CAR YN MURPHY 

4 The Leader of the Free World? Representing the declining 
presidency in television drama 61 
GREGORY FRAME 

5 Would Niccolo Machiavelli endorse House of Cards' Frank 
Underwood? 75 
ANTiiONY PETROS SPANAKOS 

6 House of Cards - House of Power: political narratives and the cult 
of serial sociopaths in narrative politics in American quality 
dramas in the digital age 91 
ELENA PIUPETS AND RAINER WINTER 



viii Contents 

7 The Cold War (re-)visited in House of Cards and The Americans 105 
BETTY KAKLAMANIDOU 

8 "Call it the Hillary effect": charting the imaginary of 
"Hillary-esque" fictional narratives 
MARGARET TALLY 

9 Veep's poetics of omnishambles 
MARC EDWARD SHA W 

Index 

121 

137 

149 


