
THE
TRANSFORMATION

OF PROPERTY RIGHTS
IN THE GOLD COAST

An empirical analysis applying rational
choice theory

KATHRYN FIRMIN-SELLERS
Indiana University

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS



Contents

Series editors' preface page vii
Preface ix
Acknowledgments xi

Chapter i Introduction i

PARTI
THE INSTITUTIONS OF THE COLONIAL STATE 19

Chapter 2 The logic of indirect rule 2 1

PART II
THE REINVENTION OF TRADITION: THE EVOLUTION

OF PROPERTY RIGHTS UNDER INDIRECT RULE 3 3

Chapter 3 Institutional failure in the Ga state 3 6
Chapter 4 Institutional creation in Akyem Abuakwa: The

politics of property rights 59

PART III
THE TRANSITION TO INDEPENDENT GOVERNMENT 9 1

Chapter 5 Redefining the institutions of central government:
The writing of the Coussey Constitution 95

Chapter 6 The return to the traditional state 114
Chapter 7 Conclusion 144

Notes 159
Bibliography 183
Index 193


