
Contents 

Preface by Andrew Sarris xi 

Introduction: Notes on a Screenwriter's Theory, 1973 xvii 

I. The Author-Auteurs 1 

BEN HECHT 2 
Underworld Scarf ace Design for Living Nothing Sacred 
Angels Over Broadway Miracle in the Rain 

PRESTON STURGES 25 
The Power and the Glory Diamond Jim Easy Living 
Remember the Night The Lady Eve Sullivan's Travels 
The Miracle of Morgan's Creek Hail the Conquering Hero 
The Great Moment Unfaithfully Yours 

NORMAN KRASNA 62 
Hands Across the Table Bachelor Mother Sunday in New 
York 

FRANK TASHLIN 73 
The First Time Son of Paleface The Lieutenant Wore 
Skirts The Girl Can't Help It Will Success Spoil 
Rock Hunter? Bachelor Flat 

GEORGE AXELROD 90 
Lord Love a Duck 

PETER STONE 96 
Charade Skin Game 

vii 



viii CONTENTS 

HOWARD KOCH 102 
Casablanca Letter from an Unknown Woman 

BORDEN CHASE 123 
Red River 

ABRAHAM POLONSKY 130 
Body and Soul Force of Evil Madigan Tell Them 
Willie Boy Is Here 

BILLY WILDER 141 
Ball of Fire A Foreign Affair Sunset Boulevard Love 
in the Afternoon Some Like It Hot The Fortune Cookie 
The Private Life of Sherlock Holmes 

ii. The Stylists 163 

SAMSON RAPHAELSON 164 
Trouble in Paradise Angel The Shop Around the Corner 

NUNNALLY JOHNSON 174 
The Prisoner of Shark Island Jesse James Holy 
Matrimony Oh, Men! Oh, Women! 

ERNEST LEHMAN 188 
The Sweet Smell of Success North by Northwest 

BETTY COMDEN and ADOLPH GREEN 196 
Singin' in the Rain The Bandwagon 

GARSON KANIN (and RUTH GORDON) 203 
The More the Merrier The Marrying Kind Adam's Rib 
Pat and Mike 

in. Themes in Search of a Style 215 

ROBERT RISKIN 217 
It Happened One Night Mr. Deeds Goes to Town 
Meet John Doe 

DUDLEY NICHOLS 225 

Stagecoach This Land Is Mine The Bells of St. Mary's 
Sister Kenny 



CONTENTS ix 

JOSEPH L. MANKIEWICZ 236 

A Letter to Three Wives All About Eve The Barefoot 
Contessa 

HERMAN J. MANKIEWICZ 247 

Citizen Kane 

DALTON TRUMBO 254 

A Guy Named Joe The Brave One Johnny Got His Gun 

IV. The Chameleons 263 

JULES FURTHMAN 265 

Morocco Only Angels Have Wings 

SIDNEY BUCHMAN 275 

Theodora Goes Wild Mr. Smith Goes to Washington 

CASEY ROBINSON 284 

Captain Blood It's Love I'm After Now, Voyager 

MORRIE RYSKIND 291 

My Man Godfrey Penny Serenade 

EDWIN JUSTUS MAYER 298 

Desire To Be Or Not to Be 

DELMER DAVES 307 

Love Affair An Affair to Remember 

CHARLES LEDERER 314 
The Front Page His Girl Friday Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes 

CHARLES BRACKETT 322 

Ninotchka Teenage Rebel 

FRANK S. NUGENT 330 

The Searchers 

RING LARDNER, JR. 336 

Woman of the Year M*A*S*H 



% CONTENTS 

V. A New Wind from the East 347 

TERRY SOUTHERN 348 
Dr. Strangelove, Or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and 
Love the Bomb The Magic Christian 

ERICH SEGAL 355 
Love Story 

BUCK HENRY 361 
The Graduate 

JULES FEIFFER 366 
Carnal Knowledge 

DAVID NEWMAN and ROBERT BENTON 371 
Bonnie and Clyde Bad Company Hubba-Hubba 

Cast & Credits 383 


