
Contents 

Acknowledgements vii 

Note on the Text viii 

List of Illustrations ix 

Introduction 1 

Background 

1 History and Terminology 11 

Contexts: Fictional and Non-Fictional Dis
courses Concerning the Body Before Richard
son 

2 Gender and Conduct: The Social Circumscription of the 33 
Body 

3 Constructions of the Body in the Fields of Medicine and 57 
Religion 

4 The Realization of the Self: Disciplining the Body as Man- 85 
agement of the Mind and the Soul 

Text: An Analysis of Samuel Richardson's 
Clarissa 

5 The Conflict Over Clarissa's Body: Exercises of Power and 108 
Self-Assertion 



Contents 

6 Clarissa, Lovelace, and the Struggles of the Self: Two Dif- 127 
ferent Approaches to Life 

7 Lovelace's Illness and Clarissa's Transformation: Confron- 150 
tations of the Good and the Evil Body 

8 Experiments with Gender, the Libertine Code of Conduct, 173 
and the Notion of Friendship 

Conclusion: Richardson and the Burden of Authorship 195 

Bibliography 202 

Index 217 


