
Contents 

Preface vii 

List of Abbreviations ix 

Acknowledgements xi 

Introduction: Of a Certain Tone 1 

1 Ironies of the Modem 5 

2 Breaking the Rules: Symbolism in France 24 

3 Decadence and the Art of Death 42 

4 Paths to the Future 63 

5 A Metaphysics of Modernity: Marinetti and 
Italian Futurism 84 

6 Other Spaces: French Cubism and Russian 
Futurism 112 

7 Cruel Structures: The Development of 
Expressionism 136 

8 Modernity and the 'Men of 1914' 165 

9 At a Tangent: Other Modernisms 193 

10 From Fantasy to Structure: Dada and 

Neo-Classicism 223 

11 Other Times: The Narratives of High Modernism 251 

12 Death and Desire: The Surrealist Adventure 279 

Notes 303 

Bibliography 335 

Index 358 


