CONTENTS

Acknowledgements 8
General Editor’s Preface 10
Introduction 11
Note on Texts 20

Part One: Comments and Critical Reactions before 1goo

BEN JONSON (1623), p. 23—~ LEONARD DIGGES (1640), p.
24—DAVID ERSKINE BAKER (1764), p. 24 —SAMUEL
JoHNSON (1765), p. 25—WILLIAM RICHARDSON
(1774), p. 29 —wiLLIAM HAzZLITT (1817), p. 30—
EDWARD DOWDEN (1875), p- 35— A. C. SWINBURNE
(1880), p. 40— GEORG BRANDES (1895), p. 4I.

Part Two: Modern Studies

1. Shakespearean Comedy
SHERMAN HAWKINS: The Two Worlds of Shakes-

pearean Comedy (1967) 47
JoHN RUSSELL BROWN: The Presentation of Comedy
(1972) 67

2. Much Ado About Nothing
DONALD A. STAUFFER: ‘Words and Actions’ (1949) 8y
BARBARA EVERETT: ‘Something of Great Constancy’ ;

(1961) 94

J- R. MULRYNE: The Large Design (1965) 11y

PAUL and MIrRIAM MUESCHKE: Illusion and Meta-
morphosis (1967%) 130



CONTENTS

3. As You Like It

HELEN GARDNER: ‘Let the Forest Judge’ (1959) 149
SYLVAN BARNET: ‘Strange Events’—Improbability
in As You Like It (1968) 166
D. J. PALMER: As You Like It and the Idea of Play
(1971) 183

pAVID YOUNG: ‘Pastoral Poetry and Drama’ (1972) 199

AGNEs LATHAM: ‘Satirists, Fools and Clowns’ (1975) 207

Part Three: The Comedies on the Stage

1. Much Ado About Nothing
WESTLAND MARSTON: Macready as Benedick (1888) 221

FREDERICK WEDMORE: Irving as Benedick and Ellen

Terry as Beatrice (1882) 222
JAMES AGATE: Much Ado at the Old Vic (1931) 223
RUTH ELLIS: Gielgud’s Production at the Shakespeare

Memorial Theatre (1949) 225
B.A. YOUNG: The National Theatre’s Italianate Much

Ado (1965) 226
JOHN BARBER: A Young Company at the Royal

Shakespeare Theatre (1968) 228
MICHAEL BILLINGTON: John Barton’s Production at

the Aldwych Theatre (1977) 230

2. As You Like It
aNon.: Nigel Playfair’s Production at the Shakes-

peare Memorial Theatre (1919) 232
ANON.: Edith Evans as Rosalind at the Old Vic and
the New Theatre (1936, 1937) 233

ROSEMARY ANNE sissoN: Glen Byam Shaw’s Pro-
duction with Peggy Ashcroft’s Rosalind (1957) 235

J- W. LAMBERT: Vanessa Redgrave’s Rosalind at the
Royal Shakespeare Theatre (1961) 238

ANON.: An All-Male 4s You Like It (1967) 239



CONTENTS

PETER THOMSON: A Modern-Dress Production at the
Royal Shakespeare Theatre (1973)

B. A. YOUNG: Trevor Nunn’s Musical Production at
the Royal Shakespeare Theatre (1977)
Select Bibliography
Notes on Contributors

Index

241

243

245
247
251



