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Chinua Achebe 1930-
Widely considered the finest Nigerian novelist, Achebe was the first African to
attract international attention with his classic work Things Fall Apart
Jamil Abdullah Al-Amin (H. Rap Brown) 1943-
In Die Nigger Die!, Al-Amin documented his emergence as an outspoken civil
rights activist who advocated: “Meet violence with violence.”
Maya Angelou 1928-
An American autobiographer, performer, and poet, Angelou is best known for the
lauded I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, an autobiography detailing her
traumatic childhood .......coiiiiiiiii i e
Ayi Kwei Armah 1939-

A novelist born in what is now Ghana, Armah evaluates postcolonial Africa in

William Attaway 1911?-1986

American novelist Attaway produced the definitive work on the Great Migra-

tion—the movement of blacks from the agrarian South to the industrialized

North after World War I—with the novel Blood on the Forge
James Baldwin 1924-1987

One of the most important American writers of the twentieth century, Baldwin—

author of Go Tell It on the Mountain—is considered an eloquent and impas-

sioned critic of racial and sexual discrimination in American society
Toni Cade Bambara 1939-

American writer Bambara is recognized as much for her civil rights activities as

for her writings, which include noted short stories, novels, and screenplays
Amiri Baraka (LeRoi Jones) 1934-

Considered the most influential figure of the Black Arts Movement, Baraka is a

prolific critic of American society and the acclaimed author of Dutchman and

Preface to a Twenty Volume Suicide Note
Barry Beckham 1944-

With the novel Runner Mack, Beckham drew praise for writing a powerful

allegory of the African-American experience from the days of slavery to black

militancy inthe 19608 ........ooiiiiiiiiiiiii i e
James Madison Bell 1826-1902

Called the “Bard of the Maumee” and the “Poet of Hope,” Bell rallied support

for the antislavery movement with his popular abolitionist poetry
Louise Bennett 1919-

Affectionately known as “Miss Lou,” Bennett is a contemporary Jamaican poet
who writes in her native Creole
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Mongo Beti (Alexandre Biyidi) 1932-

Cameroonian francophone novelist Beti was one of the first African writers to

combine humor and perceptive social criticism in the novels The Poor Christ of

Bomba, Mission Accomplished, and King Lazarus .......oc.eveeieneviieerainnnenannns
Arna Bontemps 1902-1973

The foremost scholar and historian of the Harlem Renaissance, Bontemps is best

known for Black Thunder, a fictionalized account of a slave uprising that

occurred in 1800 in VIrginia ...evveerieeeereriieerieiiiiiiaarinereeetereiannesereecannnn
David Bradley 1950-

Author of The Chaneysville Incident, Bradley has been praised for creating one of

the most important novels yet written by a contemporary black author
William Stanley Braithwaite 1878-1962

A noted critic and anthologist, Braithwaite is credited with helping revitalize

American poetry in the early twentieth century as the editor of the annual

Anthology of Magazine Verse
Gwendolyn Brooks 1917-

The first African-American writer-to win a Pulitzer Prize, Brooks is considered

one of the finest American poets of the twentieth century
Claude Brown 1937-

Brown is best known for his autobiographical account Manchild in the Promised

Land, the story of his tumultuous childhood in Harlem
Sterling Brown 1901-1989

Long recognized as an important critic of African-American literature, Brown

has recently been called one of the finest poets of black dialect verse
William Wells Brown 1816?-1884

In the first novel published by an African-American man—Clotel; or, The

President’s Daughter—Brown cast as his heroine a mulatto daughter of Thomas

Jefferson, drawing on the legend that the president fathered children by a slave
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Dennis Brutus 1924-

A South African poet who has been imprisoned for his anti-apartheid activities,

Brutus is best known for his verse about imprisonment and exile
Ed Bullins 1935-

Dramatist Bullins is one of the most prominent figures of the Black Arts

Movement. He is the author of The Taking of Miss Janie, a drama about a black

man who rapes a white woman who is clad in a star-spangled bra and slip
J. E. Casely-Hayford 1866-1930

Ghanaian novelist Casely-Hayford expounded cultural Pan-Africanism and

political nationalism in Ethiopia Unbound. This novel is considered one of the

most significant contributions ever made to African nationalist literature
Aimé Césaire 1913-

West Indian poet and dramatist Césaire is called “The Father of Negritude” for

his promotion of black pride, exemplified in his statement: “I accept... I

accept ... completely, without reservation ... my race that no brew of herbs and

flowers could Wash aWay.” ...coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii et eirarierenenes
Charles W. Chesnutt 1858-1932

The first African-American fiction writer to receive critical and popular attention

from the white literary establishment, Chesnutt implicitly denounced slavery in

his short stories yet still attracted an audience that favored works praising the

antebellum South ..o e
Alice Childress 1920-

Dramatist Childress is best known for her children’s novel A Hero Ain’t Nothin’

but a Sandwich, the story of Benjie Johnson, a thirteen-year-old boy in the

process of becoming addicted to heroin
John Pepper Clark 1935-

As one of Nigeria’s foremost anglophone dramatists, Clark drew from classical

Greek and Shakespearean drama as well as from the folk literature of the Ijaw

people to create Song of a Goat and The Masquerade ................ccouvvevennennn.
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Austin Clarke 1934-

As the author of the “Toronto Trilogy”—The Meeting Point, Storm of Fortune,

and The Bigger Light—Clarke chronicles the plight of people who, like himself,

have left their native Barbados to live in Canada
Eldridge Cleaver 1935-

Once a prominent member of the Black Panthers, Cleaver is the author of Soul

on Ice, a collection of essays he wrote while in prison
Lucille Clifton 1936-

A poet and children’s writer, Clifton often conveys concern for black families and

youth In her WOrk ... e e
Joseph Seamon Cotter, Sr. 1861-1949

In Caleb, the Degenerate—one of the earliest dramas by an African-American—

Cotter advocated self-reliance, personal initiative, and racial pride
Countee Cullen 1903-1946

One of the foremost poets of the Harlem Renaissance, Cullen is the author of the

poem “Yet Do I Marvel,” in which he wondered: “Yet do I marvel at this curious

thing/ To make a poet black and bid him sing.” ..........oooiiiiiiiiiiiieiiennnns,
Frank Marshall Davis 1905-1987

Davis’s free verse has prompted commentators of today to call him the “father of

modern black POetry™ .. e s

Samuel R. Delany 1942-
Regarded as one of the most inventive writers in the science fiction genre, Delany
treats such issues as the black experience in America, women’s rights, and gay
rights in s fICEION ..ouetiii e e et enean

William Demby 1922-

Author of Beetlecreek and The Catacombs, Demby is known for the universality
Of BiS FICION ..t et e

Owen Dodson 1914-1983
An influential drama instructor at Howard University for twenty-three years,
Dodson was the honorary “Dean of Black Theater” as well as an accomplished
21 S SN

Frederick Douglass 1817?-1895
Author of one of the most compelling antislavery documents produced by a
fugitive slave, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, Douglass was an
important spokesman for the abolition of slavery

W. E. B. Du Bois 1868-1963
Although he is the author of the famous The Souls of Black Folk as well as
numerous essays, novels, poems, and histories, Du Bois is generally remembered
as a pioneering civil rights activist in the twentieth century

Paul Laurence Dunbar 1872-1906
Considered America’s first great black poet, Dunbar is best known for his dialect
verse and as the first black author in America to earn a living from his pen

Cyprian Ekwensi 1921-

Popular Nigerian writer Ekwensi is both praised and spurned for his novels—
with Jagua Nana, some critics lauded him for creating a “West African
masterpiece” while others dismissed the work as “a mere exercise in pornogra-
5] 11t

Lonne Elder II1 1931-

Author of the play Ceremonies in Dark Old Men, Elder became a screenwriter in
order to bring his message of social awareness to a wider audience

Ralph Ellison 1914-

One of the most influential and accomplished American authors of the twentieth
century, Ellison is best known for his masterpiece Invisible Man, the story of an
unnamed black youth’s quest for identity in a deluding, hostile world
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