
Contents 

Publisher's Note vii 
Figures viii 
Preface ix 
Notes on Translation xiii 
Acknowledgments xvii 

PART ONE. ADOLF BASTIAN'S PROGRAMME FOR A SCIENTIFIC 
AND HUMANIST SCIENCE OF MAN: 
ITS SOURCE AND DEVELOPMENT 1 

1 Bastian, A Neglected Founder of Modern Anthropology 3 
2 Life, Voyages, Writings and Personality 7 
3 Bastian's Basic Premises for the New Science of Ethnology: 

Elementary Idea and Folk Idea 28 
4 Theoretical Basis of Folk Idea and Elementary Idea: 

Evolution and Entelechy 47 
5 The Controversy of Bastian versus Ratzel or of Independent 

Invention versus Diffusion 60 
6 World View and Social Philosophy 69 
7 The Sources of Bastian's Concepts: From the Stoa to Neo-Kantian 

Psycho-Physics 77 
A. Alexander von Humboldt 77 
B. Herder, Romantic Philosophy, 

the Stoa and Leibniz 79 
C. Neo-Kantian Physics and Psychology : 

From Herbart to Helmholtz, Fechner and Lotze 88 
8 On Primitive ReUgion, Shamanism, Sexuality and Aberrations 

of the Mind 95 
9 Culture Contact, Salvage Anthropology and 

Social Engineering 104 
10 From Bastian to Modern Anthropology: Disciples, Parallel 

Developments and Convergence of Ideas 117 
A. Ehrenreich, Andree, Frobenius and Boas 118 
B. Tylor, Graebner, Kulturkreislehre, Culture Area Approach 

and W.H.R. Rivers 126 



vi Contents 

C. Frazer, Evolutionism and Functionalism 137 
D. Bastian and Modern Psychology: Wundt and Jung 140 

11 Bastian and Le'vi-Strauss: The Impasse of Structuralism and 
the Return to the Subject 147 

PART TWO. TRANSLATION OF SELECTED WORKS OF 
ADOLF BASTIAN 155 

I. BASTIAN'S WORLD VIEW 157 
On Cosmic Harmony 157 

II. THE DOMAIN OF ETHNOLOGY 163 
Ethnology and Psychology 163 
On Cultural Evolution 164 

III. ELEMENTARY IDEAS, FOLK IDEAS AND 
GEOGRAPHICAL PROVINCES 170 
The Folk Idea as Paradigm of Ethnology 170 
Geographical, Ethnological and Anthropological 
Provinces 176 

IV. THE PSYCHIC UNITY OF MANKIND AND 
SOME ELEMENTARY SYMBOLS 179 
On the Similarity of Mental Operations, Primitive and 
Civilized 179 
Space and Time 180 
Numbers 182 
The Cross 183 

V. RELIGIOUS IDEAS AND MENTAL ABERRATIONS 186 
The Emergence of Diverse World Views 186 
Split in World View and Rise of Prophets 190 
On Insanity, Shamanism and Possession States 193 
The physiological Roots of Morality 208 

VI. SALVAGE ANTHROPOLOGY 215 
The Waning of Primitive Societies 215 
The Heritage of Mankind and the Future of Ethnology 216 

VII. BASTIAN AS TRAVELLER 220 
A Stay among Buryat Shamans 220 

List of Abbreviations 229 
List of Technical Terms used by Bastian: 
German-English Glossary 230 
Notes 231 
Bibliography of Selected Works of Adolf Bastian 253 
Selected General Bibliography 256 
Index 269 


