
BRITISH LITERATURE IN
TRANSITION , 1940- 1960:

POSTWAR

EDITED BY

GILL PLAIN
University of St Andrews

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS



Contents

List of Contributors page  viii
General Editor 's Preface  xiii
Acknowledgements  xvi

Introduction i
Gill Plain

PARTI : AFTERMATH : THE BEGINNING OR THE END ? 31

1 Slender Means: The Novel in the Age of Austerity 37
Marina MacKay

2 Impossible Elegies: Poetry in Transition 1940—1960 52
Nigel Alderman

3 Democracy, Decentralisation and Diversity: The Renaissance
of British Theatre 68
Rebecca D ’Monte

4 National Transitions : Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland 85
Katie Gramich

5 Heroes of Austerity: Genre in Transition 101
Gill Plain

6 Wireless Writing , the Second World War and the West
Indian Literary Imagination 117
James Procter

PART II : THE POLITICS OF TRANSITION 137

7 Narrating Transitions to Peace: Fiction and Film after War 143
Mark Rawlinson

v



vi Contents

8 Poetry, the Early Cold War and the Idea of Europe 161
Adam Piette

9 Horizon, Encounter  and Mid -Century Geopolitics 176
ThomasS. Davis

10 Public Intellectuals and the Politics of Literature : The Causes
and Collaborations of J . B. Priesdey and Jacquetta Hawkes
Priestley 192
Ina Habermann

11 Prizing the Nation : Postwar Children ’s Fiction 209
Lucy Pearson

12 Artists of Their Time : The Postwar Batde for Realism
in Literature and Painting 225
Alice Ferrebe

PART in : RECONFIGURATIONS 243

13 Demob : The Postwar Origins of the New Nature Writing 249
Leo Mellor

14 Old Haunts : Childhood and Home in Postwar Fiction 267
Victoria Stewart

15 New Uses of Literacy: The Blank Page and Writing
in the Aftermath of War 282
Tracy Hargreaves

16 The Pursuit of Love: Writing Postwar Desire 297
Charlotte Charteris

17 Creating Vital Theatre : New Voices in a Time of Transition 313
Claire Cochrane

PART IV : NO DIRECTIONS 33I

18 Covert Legacies in Postwar British Fiction 337
James Smith

19 ‘The Sights are Worse than the Journeys ’: Travel Writing
at the Mid -Century
Petra Rau

353



Contents  vii

20 The Future and the End : Imagining Catastrophe
in Mid -Century British Fiction 369
Allan Hepburn

21 Exhausted Literature : The Postwar Novel in Repose 385
Kate McLoughlin

Index  400


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]
	[Seite 4]


