
CONTENTS 

Preface vi 

1. Introduction: thinking and theorizing about 
educational systems 1 

The macro-sociological perspective 4 
Macro-sociology and educational systems 11 
Caveats, case studies and challenges 14 

PART I 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
STATE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS 

2. Structure: education as private enterprise 19 
Private ownership, mono-integration and subordination 21 

(a) Effects on education 22 
(b) Effects on other social institutions 25 
(c) Effects on processes of educational change 28 
(d) Structural relations conditioning educational 

interaction 30 
(e) Determinants of educational interaction 35 

The macro-sociology of education and general 
theories of society 36 

3. Interaction: competition for educational control 39 
Domination 39 

(a) The effects of domination on other parts 
of the social structure 43 

(b) Support for the dominant group 45 
Assertion 46 

(a) The consolidation of bargaining power 48 
(b) The elaboration of ideology 51 
(c) The development of instrumental activities 53 

Educational conflict 56 



4. Structural elaboration: the emergence of 
state educational systems 60 

Universal characteristics of structural elaboration: 
multiple integration and state systems 60 
fa) From restrictive strategies 61 
(b) From substitutive strategies 66 
(c) Structural elaboration within educational systems 72 

Structural elaboration: variable characteristics 77 
fa) From restrictive origins 78 
(b) From substitutive origins 82 

PART II 
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS IN ACTION 

5. Structure: state systems and new processes of change 89 
(a) General effects on education 90 
(b)Effects on other social institutions 93 
(c) Effects on the processes of educational change 97 
(d) Structural relations conditioning educational 

interaction 104 
In decentralized educational systems 105 
In centralized educational systems 110 

(e) Determinants of educational interaction 114 
(f) Patterns of educational interaction 116 

6. Interaction: educational negotiations 120 
Three processes of transacting educational change 120 

fa) Interest groups, exchange and the three 
processes of educational negotiation 121 

(b) Negotiating strategies 124 
(c) The bargaining positions of educational 

interest groups 130 
Interaction in the decentralized system 136 

1902-18 138 
The inter-war years 143 
1945-64 149 
1964-75 153 

Interaction in the centralized system 157 
The Second Empire, 1852-69 159 
The Third and Fourth Republics, 1875-1958 163 
The Fifth Republic, 1958 to date 168 



7. Structural elaboration: patterns 
and products of change 172 

Patterns of change 172 
(a) The centralized system and the stop-go pattern 173 
(b) The decentralized system and the 

incremental pattern 180 
Products of change 187 

(a) In centralized systems 187 
(b) In decentralized systems 193 

8. Conclusion: prospects for change 198 

Notes 204 

APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 
Extended diagrams of interaction in centralized and 

decentralized systems 223 
Appendix 2 
Variations in political manipulation within 

centralized educational systems 226 

Index 228 


