
Contents 

General Editors' Preface vi 
Acknowledgements viii 

Introduction 1 
Romanticism our contemporary 1 
Setting an agenda: Romanticism, art and self-consciousness 4 
Reading Romanticism with Kant, Hegel and Freud 8 
Interpreting the aggrandizement of art and the imagination 11 
Rhetorical reading 17 
Two stories to a text 22 
Feminist criticisms 27 
Romanticism our history: the politics of style and literature's 

relation to historical change 31 

1 GEOFFREY HARTMAN Romanticism and Anti-Self-
Consciousness 43 

2 PAUL DE MAN Time and History in Wordsworth 55 

3 NEIL HERTZ The Notion of Blockage in the Literature of the 
Sublime 78 

4 CATHY CARUTH Past Recognition: Narrative Origins in 
Wordsworth and Freud 98 

5 MARY JACOBUS 'Splitting the Race of Man in Twain': 
Prostitution, Personification and The Prelude 113 

6 KAREN SWANN Literary Gentlemen and Lovely Ladies: The 
Debate on the Character of Christabel 140 

7 MARGARET HOMANS Bearing Demons: Frankenstein and the 
Circumvention of Maternity 162 

8 MARJORIE LEVINSON Introduction to Keats's Life of Allegory 184 

9 JEROME CHRISTENSEN Byron's Sardanapalus and the 
Triumph of Liberalism 211 

10 CAROL JACOBS Unbinding Words: Prometheus Unbound 240 

Notes on Authors 270 
Further Reading 273 
Index 280 

v 


