
CONTENTS 

Prologue xiii 
The Young Hellenist 1 
America! America! 14 
Other Places, Other Things 24 
On Cooks and Coquelin 36 
Sin, Sanctity, and Sophistry 43 
Professor of Aesthetics and Lord of Language 51 
Wilde About Women 61 
A Distinctive Distillation 66 
Curtain Up on Lady Windermere 73 
. . . And That Woman of No Importance 80 
The "Regent Street Royalist" 92 
Marriage, Editorship, and Four Books 100 
Masks and Man 110 
On Writers and Writing 118 
Dorian Gray—"Leprous Literature" 126 
An Ideal Husband—The Wit and the Legend 138 
"A Trivial Comedy for Serious People" 144 
Wilde and Socialism 152 
The Wit of Wits? 158 
For the Use of the Young 165 
A Card—and a Writ 170 
Laughter in Court 178 
Obloquy of a Genius 185 



The Day of the Laburnum and the Lilac . . . 194 
Freedom, France, and an Encounter with Carson 200 
Half Saint, Half Satyr? 208 
The Laughter of Death 213 
Epilogue 218 
Acknowledgments 220 
The Published Works of Oscar Wilde 224 
Index 227 


