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Introduction
Alireza Sagharchi
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Tradition and Modernity - A Perpetual Becoming
This chapter discusses the nature of tradition as process of selection and evolution that accepts and

fosters positive change in a perpetual process of becoming rather than static being.

i

The Contemporary - Time and Place

Discusses the issues of contemporaneity and modernity as necessary and unavoidable existential

and metaphysical challenges that do not enter into conflict with tradition but offer opportunities for
emulation, new excellence and creative symbiosis. It highlights the relevance of originality to tradition,

reclaiming it as essential to its nature.
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Tradition and Creative Genius

This chapter discusses a number of critical shortcomings in contemporary modernity, in which the
drama of creativity has reached a level of hysterical exaltation. It analyzes the unprecedented narcissism
and endless compulsion to innovate that characterize today’s fetishization of creative genius. It offers
the ordinariness and humility of the traditional craftsman and anonymous builder as an antidote to
vainglorious hubris and argues that the traditional practice of imitation is a most effective method of

architectural invention and a means to sustained excellence.
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On Imitation and Originality

This chapter discusses imitation as a process of re-thinking, re-learning and re-creating that fosters true
originality and contemporary relevance. It is by the emulation of historic models that works become

originals themselves and models for further imitation.
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A Critique of Towers

This chapter compares the high-rise developments of today with the tall structures, monuments
and landmarks of the traditional city. It analyzes the skyscraper as a building type in the context of

starchitecture and reflects on its proliferation in traditional cities and across the world.
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Destruction and Reconstruction

Discusses how traditional cities, though many times destroyed by natural and human forces, have always
been reconstructed as perfected and corrected versions of their previous incarnations, rather than as
theoretical experiments or social/aesthetic utopias. Though all such reconstructions aimed at the ideal city or
Citta Felice, they were all grounded in the time-tested principles of traditional city building, building types
and tectonics. They all accorded with the ‘contemporary’ and the spirit of time, as also with the memory

of place. Reference is made to major endeavors of reconstruction with a special focus on the World Trade
Center site in New York. It explores commemoration as an essential human need in the aftermath of tragic
destruction and grief and argues that memorialization must rise above merely mimetic reinstatement or the
analogic depiction of loss. Rather than recalling destruction, commemoration is understood here as an act of

healing, achieved by building a better world in the perfected image of the one destroyed.
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Of Cities and Homes - Contemporary Projects

This chapter shows a range of traditional projects from urban design to house-building in diverse geographical
and cultural contexts, highlighting diversity in unity, modernity in tradition, and the identification in otherness
of emulation. Featuring designs and buildings by Léon and Rob Krier, Maurice Culot, Scott Merrill,

José Baganha, Michael Imber, Alireza Sagharchi, Scala Architecten, José Cornelio da Silva, Donald Gray,
Nicolas Duru, Luigi del Sordo, Christopher Doyle, Uwe Schrider, Mulhern & Steil and others.
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A Critique of Tradition

“There is either architecture or the absence of architecture”, declared Léon Krier. This chapter discusses the
nature of architecture as an art that produces meaningful shelter for human communities while satisfying
without compromise its ontological conditions of Firmitas, Utilitas and Venustas. It argues that the realm
of architecture lies within nature, but outside of Paradise, in the Ideal City but outside Utopia, locating it too
within a sustainable culture of quality that resists the erosion and disappearance of the meaningful forms,

values and symbols of human civilization.

Epilogue - The World Moves on, the Architects Stand Still

Maurice Culot
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