Table of Content

Preface .........cocooviviiiniiciiiiiccintincicreie et ereas et esasae st sraseess s s s sesans 7
1. Introduction: choosing the question?..............ccccccoevvrvenenenennrnvenennennn. 9
1.1 Starting from the Key aspect........cccceeeeerrrevinenenrerenrerenesesseesessesseessesennns 9
1.2 Further eXamples.........co.cccieururiereininnerininnsiesieeeesestessessesesesesssseseseeenes 10
2. Defining COMPATISON..........ccoevvivviieieeiinenecinieeeee et steeesaeessessesseseenes 13
2.1 The Key QUESHIONS. ....ccoueveveuirieeriereeieeniisereresnesessesesesssessssesenesesesseseseseseaes 13
2.2 Classic thinKETS ........cccrevereinirireneeresinieenteeseeeteeeseeeeestesesaesesassesesseseseens 14
2.3 MOdEIn thEOTISES.....couevrrerereucirerinrreciersieeeiereestsessesssesesessssssesesesassesesesasanes 15
3. Why COMPATe? .......coooiiriiiiieieierenientesreteeseseesiessestesessessessessesseseasanns 20
3.1 The goals Of COMPATISOI ......cc.eeerrerererireerieieseeesessensessssssessessersessesassens 20
3.2 Nomothetic objectives and generalizations.............ceveveeveeeerenrrrereeresnnnens 21
3.3 Explanation and understanding ............c.ceceevereverevenieneninenenenenneneseenenens 25
3.4 What kind of theory should be adopted in political science? ................... 26
4. What to compare: the basic units ............cc.cocceevvrvinninincninenniincnnnn. 35
4.1 Identifying the iSSUE .......cceceerrirerreerirrerenierenesesteesssessesessessssssesssessesanene 35
4.2 Concepts and CLASSES .........eceereveeerrereerereneeenseresessesesresessesssseassesessssesessesens 36
4.3 Properties and variables ............ccccerevreerenrenenerestnensseneneeseesessesessssessseens 37
4.4 OperationaliZation ..........ccceveeevierirererentsrenennesestssesessesssessesesessesessnsnessens 40
4.5 The “many variables, small N” dilemma .........ccccccevrecenenneccnnninienccennene 43
5. What to compare: space and time ...............coceceeererereenerercnienisneninnenenns 46
5.1 Dimensions Of COMPATISON.......cceeerererrerereerereererenesesseseseeesiesesssessusseneanens 46
5.2 Deciding the SPACE .....c.cceeierereireereereniesiesrenseesessessessessessensesnorsssessessesassens 50

5.2.1 CaSE StUAY ..covevvererrerrinririeriereerenesrestaseeresessestessessessesassessassansessssessens 51

5.2.2 Other SIrateies......cvueieriiriieniresiniinineinissesiesssissssesesesnsnssssissssenees 53
5.3 Defining the time.........cccoviviriininrininieniniieitneeeeee e sseesas 55
5.4 The problem of MultiCOIlINEATILY .......cocoveuerrerererirurreucrnniereneensenssrenenenans 59

Bibliografische Informationen | E
http://d-nb.info/1148447598 digitalisiert durch ! |I THLE


http://d-nb.info/1148447598

6. How to compare: the key mechanisms.............cccoccoeevevveeninenreenreennenns 61

6.1 The available toOLS .........cccceeereereeeniririreninireeerte st s aeees 61
6.2 Ogden and Richards’ triangle.............ccceceurureeererenrnnnnsrsesensessienesesnns 61
6.3 The rules of conceptualiZation ..............eeveveeeeereeresreeereeerereereseseeeseenes 65
6.4 The Tree of POIPRYTY ...ccvocevviecrieieieeeeteeeieesteceete et re s s s eveseenens 67
6.5 Classificatory StrategIes..........cocveerereerirrerirertriaceeseseesessasessessesessssesessesassens 71
6.6 MILL’S CANOMS......ceruirreuieieierenteressesieretstesseresaesenteseaesassesssesssseseseesassssennas 82
7. How to compare: recent developments ...............ccceccevveereenrerenerenuennnnen 86
7.11In search of new rules for conceptualization............coceeereriruerreereennnnnens 86
7.2 PrOCESS tTACINE .....cveveurruererenreinreereeestesestesteenteassesessesessesssssassesessesensens 89
7.3 The Configurational Comparative Method and

Qualitative Comparative ANAlYSiS..........cccererverveeesrenesenrenressessersessenesenne 93
8. Beyond comparison: other research methods ................ccccevrurnnnnnee. 100
8.1 Data collection and relations between variables...........cocecerererereerernenne 100
8.2 More about explanation, generalization and theory ..........c.cceeveveuennnne. 102
8.3 Experimental and non-experimental methods...........ccccceeeeveereerenrnnene 104
8.4 Statistical MEthOd.........ceeveriereririiiirirectrerereeere e 106

8.4.1 The NUMDET Of CASES....c.eerurrererrerererirerieeneeesteeseeesesseseesessennnene 108

84.2. LOZIC c.ueutrtiiitrsirieneesenreneeseessestessesses e saeseessessessesaessessesessessessansens 108
8.5 Historical Method ..........ccevvveereriereeirenreeneeiieeesesensesesseessssessesessessssesanes 109
9. Conclusions. The limits of comparison...............ccccocevvevviininicrcncnncnne. 113
Bibliographical References.............c..cccocoovinininiiinncnincnnieneneneeeene 117
IIAEX ..ottt ettt s st a et e sne s s e sae s s e e saenssreans 127



