Contents

Preface vii
Acknowledgements X
List of Abbreviations xi
1 Taking Stock: Radical Criticism of Shakespeare 1
2 Testing New Historicism: ‘Invisible Bullets’ Reconsidered 23
3 War and Peace in Henry V 45
4 Perfect Answers: Religious Inquisition, Falstaffian Wit 77
5 Cultural Materialism and the Ethics of Reading: or, the Radicalising

of Jacobean Tragedy 87
6 Shakespearean Tragedy 105
7 Coriolanus: an Essentialist Tragedy 123
8 The Discourse of Prayer in The Tempest 137
9 Marlowe Plus and Minus “Theory’: the Case of Doctor Faustus 151
Notes 167
Appendix: Critiques of “Theory’: a Select Bibliography 191

Index 195



