
CONTENTS 

PAGE 
PREFACE iii 
CHRONOLOGY TO ELUCIDATE THE LIFE AND TIMES OF 

THOMSON xv 
THOMSON'S FAMILY CONNEXIONS .... xix 

THE SEASONS 1 
SPRING 3 

Notes ... . ... .46 
SUMMER ........ 52 

Notes 120 
AUTUMN 133 

Notes 181 
WINTER 184 

Text of the First Edition .... 227 
Notes (including Preface to the Second Edition) 239 

A HYMN ON THE SEASONS 245 

THE CASTLE OF INDOLENCE: AN ALLEGORI­
CAL POEM 251 
Canto I 253 
Canto II 279 
Notes 306 
Explanation of Obsolete Words .... 308 

LIBERTY 309 
Part I: Ancient and Modern Italy compared . 311 
Part II: Greece 324 
Part III: Rome 339 
Part IV: Britain ...... 356 
Part V: The Prospect 392 
Notes 413 



xxii CONTENTS 

PAGE 
LYRICAL PIECES. 

Rule, Britannia! 422 
Ode : ' Tell me, thou soul of her I love ' . . 423 
Come, gentle god 424 
Song : ' One day the god of fond desire ' . . 424 
Song: ' Hard is the fate of him who loves ' . . 425 
To Amanda. I 425 
To Amanda, II 426 
To Myra 426 
To Fortune 427 
The Bashful Lover 428 
To the Nightingale 428 
Hymn on Solitude 429 
A Nuptial Song 431 
An Ode on Aeolus's Harp 432 

MEMORIAL VERSES. 
On the Death of his Mother .... 434 
To the Memory of Sir Isaac Newton . . . 436 
On the Death of Mr. William Aikman, the painter 443 
To the Memory of the Right Honourable the Lord 

Talbot 444 
Epitaph on Miss Elizabeth Stanley . . . 456 
A Poem to the Memory of Mr. Congreve . . 457 

EPISTLES. 
To Dodington: The Happy Man . . . 463 
To His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales . . 464 
To the Rev. Patrick Murdoch .... 465 
Lines sent to George Lyttelton, Esq., soon after 

the death of his wife 466 
To Mrs. Mendez' Birthday 466 
To the incomparable Soporific Doctor . . . 467 
To Seraphina 468 
To Amanda. I 469 
To Amanda. II 470 
To Amanda. Ill 470 



CONTENTS xxiii 

PAGE 
MISCELLANEOUS POEMS. 

Britannia . . 471 
A Paraphrase of the latter part of the sixth chapter 

of St. Matthew ...... 480 
On the report of a Wooden Bridge to be built at 

Westminster . 481 

JUVENILIA. 
The Works and Wonders of Almighty Power . 483 
A Paraphrase of Psalm civ . 484 
A Complaint on the Miseries of Life . . . 488 
Hymn on the Power of God .... 489 
A Pastoral betwixt David, Thirsis, and the Angel 

Gabriel, upon the Birth of Our Saviour . . 490 
A Pastoral between Thirsis and Corydon upon the 

Death of Damon ...... 492 
Of a Country Life 494 
Upon Happiness . 497 
Verses on receiving a Flower from a Lady . . 502 
On Beauty ........ 502 
A Pastoral Entertainment ..... 505 
An Elegy upon James Therburn .... 507 
On the Hoop 508 
An Elegy on Parting 509 
The Month of May 510 
Morning in the Country 510 
Lisy's Parting with her Cat . . . .511 
Lines on Marlefield 513 
A Poetical Epistle to Sir William Bennet . . 514 

INDEX OF FIRST LINES 515 


