Chapter

I

III.

CONTENTS

FOREWORD . . . . . .

INTRODUCTORY NOTE: THE CONFESS-
IONS

Modern notions of confessions, contemporary meanings of
confessio, occasion of the book, its dual purpose: praise God
and inform men—historicity of the Confessions, role of
memory, a theme to be illustrated, testing of facts related,
added moralizations, use of rhetoric, indefinite expresssions,
dreams and visions etc., chronology—the theme of the
Confessions, presumption and confession, the story not only
of Augustine but of Everyman—theories on the construc-
tion of the book—summary.

BIRTH-PLACE . . . . .

North Africa, the Berbers, language, religion—prosperity
under the Romans, land tenure, produce, Thagaste, its
population and language—Augustine’s family, social
position, Berber background but aspirations towards
Rome—Christianity in North Africa, Paganism, Donatism.

EARLY TRAINING

Influence of Monica, her life and qualities—first schooling,
sickness, importance of those early years—at school in
Madauros, Grammar and Rhetoric, their conflicting
tendencies, Augustine more influenced by Rhetoric, know-
ledge of Greek—evil behaviour, but a boy of promise.

ADOLESCENCE

His sixteenth year, no extraordinary sensuality, episode of
the pear-tree—attitude of his parents, their ambition, his
co-operation—QCarthage, its moral dangers, his meeting
with his mistress, interest in demonology, success in studies:
the reading of the Hortensius of Cicero.

1ii

Page

Vil

20

33

47



Chapter | Page
IV. MANICHEISM . : : : : . b1

Augustine succumbs to Manichean propaganda, Mani,
Manicheism in general, its sacred books and gnostic charac-
ter, special characteristics of North African Manicheism—
negative teaching of the Manichees—positive teaching:
dogma—moral tenets—eschatology.

V. THE ARDENT MANICHEE AND HIS
FRIENDS : : : . . . 8o

Augustine’s acceptance of Manicheism, its extent—
Monica refuses to have him in her house, life with Romani-
anus, death of a friend—his capacity for friendship, his
friends—departure for Carthage.

VI. THE SUCCESSFUL RHETOR AND HIS
DOUBTS . . . . . 02

Worldly prospects, the example of Ausonius, Augustine’s
intellectual equipment, activities and tastes, rhetorical
contest, meeting with Vindicianus, On the Beauliful and
Fitting, Manichean influence on this work of Augustine—
Jolts to his intelligence as a Manichee, the coming of
Faustus, jolts to his moral feeling, jolts to his personal
position, the argument of Helpidius, feeling of isolation,
reasons for departure to Rome, the deceit practised by him
on Romanianus and his mother.

VII. MOOD OF SCEPTICISM . . . . 106

Arrival in Rome, sickness, opens school, faith in Mani-
cheism finally lost, traces left on him by Manicheism—
thoughts of Christianity and of scepticism, the New Aca-
demy and their arguments, his experience with scepticism
—promoted to high office in Milan through anti-Christiarn
influences.

VIII. AMBROSE AND AMBITION . . . 116

Courcelle’s theory on the relations of Augustine and
Ambrose—Augustine’s first call on Ambrose, Ambrose’s
sermons, figurative interpretation of Scripture, the Hexa-
meron and De Isaac, Courcelle’s theory unproved, Ambrose’s
actual influence in connection with the problems of the
incorporeity of God, the problem of evil, and the dispensa-
tion for the Patriarchs, Augustine becomes again a Chris-
tian catechumen, consultation with Ambrose on two
points on Monica’s behalf, Augustine little interested in
important events in the Church of Milan, experiments
with dreams—Mallius Theodorus—anxiety about career
and marriage, dismissal of mistress—feeling of impending
crisis,



Chapter
IX.

XI.

XII.

NEO-PLATONISM FOR THE FEW: THE
ASCENT OF THE SOUL :

Controversies about Augustine’s connections with Neo-
Platonism, Plotinus, Porphyry, Neo-Platonism—attempts
at Neo-Platonic ecstasy? proposal to form a philosophic
community, conversion to philosophy.

NEO-PLATONISM FOR THE MANY: THE
UNIVERSAL WAY .

A master-motif in Augustine—its source in Porphyry—
Porphyry and Plotinus” influenced him to Neo-Platonic
presumption. .

SUBMISSION OF INTELLECT .

Consultation of St. Paul and comparison of his teaching
with Neo-Platonism and Manicheism—intellect convinced,
held back by inertia in will and exaggerated notions of
chastity—parallel between the conversion of Augustine and
that of Newman-—visit to Simplicianus, story of Victorinus
—will to be chaste still lacking.

SUBMISSION OF WILL

Visit of Pontitianus, story of Antony, of the monastic
scttlemcnts, of the men of Trier, a Manichean hesitancy
in the will overcome, the challenge of Continence, the
challenge of Christ: the tolle lege of the gardcn scene—the
suddenness of the conversion, the ‘conversion’ of Rousseau,
characteristics common to conversions, the tolle lege scene~
historical, Courcelle’s view rejected—echoes of the folle
lege scene in the Dialogues and elsewhere, accord of the
Dialogues with the Confessions on the details of the conver-

sion.

EPIL.OGUE : . . : . .

Resignation from office, health, life in Cassiciacum, the
early Dialogues, how far fictional and how far historical, ac-
cord with Confessions, his theory about the Academy,
acceptance of the Incarnation, his ideas on the relations
of reason and authority, the certitude possessed by him,
his moral reform—baptism of Augustine, Vision of Ostia,
Augustine a mystic? death of Monica, the influence of
Monica and Patricius on their son, Augustine’s character.

SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY .
INDEX

Page

131

143

156

173

191

210

212



	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]


