
Table of Contents 

List of Figures and Tables ix 
Notes on Contributors xiii 

1. Introduction: Leading Themes and Explanatory Framework 1 
Stefan Ólafsson, Mary Daly, Olli Katigas, and Joakim Palme 

Part I: Comparative Profiles, Theories, and Policies 

2. Welfare Consequences of the Crisis in Europe 15 
Stefán Ólafsson and Kolbeinn Stefánsson 

3. The Political Economy of Crisis Responses 43 
Agnar Freyr Helgason 

4. Government Responses to the Great Recession: 
A Comparative Perspective 59 
Agnar Freyr Helgason 

Part II: Country Case Studies 

5. Greece: The Crisis, Austerity, and the Transformation 
of Welfare 83 
Manos Matsaganis 

6. Spain: Economic Crisis and the Politics of Welfare 
under Austerity 97 
Ana M. Guillén and Sergio González Begega 

7. Ireland: The Welfare State and the Crisis 115 
Mary Daly 

8. Iceland's Strategy of Redistribution 132 
Stefán Ólafsson 

9. Finland: From the Deep Crisis of the 1990s to the 
Great Recession 154 
Olli Kangas 



Table of Contents 

10. UK: Changing Politics of Crisis Management 175 
Fran Bennett 

11. Denmark: The Welfare State as a Victim of Neoliberal 
Economic Failure? 192 
J0rgen Goul Andersen 

12. Norway: Averting Crisis through Coordination and Keynesian 
Welfare Policies 210 
Jon Erik D0lvik and Johannes Oldervoll 

13. Sweden: In Times of Two Crises 228 
Joakim Palme 

Part III: Outcomes and Lessons 

14. How Institutional Environments and Policies Impacted Hardship 249 
Stefán Ólafsson, Agnar Freyr Helgason, and Kolbeinn Stefánsson 

15. Conclusions 276 
Stefán Ólafsson 

Appendix: Financial Hardship Indicator: Concept and Method 287 
Kolbeinn Stefánsson 

References 295 
Index 319 

viii 


