The hopes, the practices, and the power-
ful sense of history of five Revolutionary
New England mirdsters as they worked 10
ease their flocks through the bewildering
passage to political independence are here
revealed in a fresh and imaginative
reading of their manuscaript senmons,
diaries, and letters. Drawing together the
methodologies of Jitamry oriticism and
recent advances in symbolic anthropology
and navative theory, Rhetoric and His-
tory in Revelutionary New England
allows s to step Instde the vonscionsness
of Revolutionary presehers w0 understund
how they experienced the Revolution and
how they panstated that expevience from
their pulpits o their people.

This extsordinary look inside the
mental worlds of the parrdot sofnduers
proposes an entirely new intellectual
Bamework for discussing religious and
poltical discowrse during the Resohution,
Through its nniguely close examination
of the raammseripe seomons of individpal
preachers it highlighs the continuities in
preaching wedss from the Awskening 1o
the Revolution, revenling hosw nrindsmaial
discourse aicipated the eventaal dis
placement of the evangelived clergy to the
murging of sl sud communicative
power by the end of the I3 century.

A stady fn Herary-historden] style as an
index o redigions alfifadon, a1 sinsithve
porirait of the psychic lmdecape of de
Revolutoney dergy at the helght of thely
armiorical powers, and & povecathe
analysis of the breokdown of panmdse
during a time of cultoral erlsis, Bhetoris
and History in Revolulionayy New



England is a fascinating rcevaluation of
one of the most intensely debated episodes
in American history.
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