
S p e c i a l l y  t a i l o r e d  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  s t u d e n t s

•  O r g a n is e d  in s h o r t  th e m a tic  c h a p te r s  w h ich  d e v e lo p  a  c o h e re n t  
p ic tu re  o f  P lo t in u s ’ p h ilo so p h y

•  N o  k n o w le d g e  o f  G r e e k  is n e e d e d , n o r  is e x p e r t is e  in a n c ie n t  o r  
m o d e r n  p h ilo s o p h y  p r e s u p p o s e d

•  F e a tu r e s  a  b ib l io g r a p h y  a n d  a th e m a tic a lly  a r r a n g e d  g u id e  to  fu r th e r  
r e a d in g

T h is  b o o k  is  a d d r e s s e d  to  th o se  w ish in g  to  e m b a r k  o n  a  r e a d in g  o f  
P lo t in u s ’ w o r k s ,  th e  Enneads . O n e  o f  th e  g r e a te s t  o f  a n c ie n t  p h ilo 
s o p h e r s ,  P lo t in u s  is  n o w  a t t r a c t in g  e v e r - in c re a s in g  a t te n t io n  fr o m  th o se  
in te re s te d  in a n c ie n t  p h ilo s o p h y , in la te  A n tiq u ity , a n d  in th e  im p o r ta n c e  
o f  th is  p e r io d  fo r  th e  w e s te r n  in te lle c tu a l t r a d it io n .

D o m in ic  O ’M e a r a  p r e se n ts  a  b r ie f  o u tlin e  o f  P lo t in u s ’ life , a n d  o f  th e  
c o m p o s i t io n  o f  th e  Enneads , p la c in g  P lo t in u s  w ith in  th e  in te lle c tu a l  
c o n te x t  o f  th e  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  s c h o o ls  a n d  r e lig io u s  m o v e m e n ts  o f  h is  
t im e . H e  th en  d is c u s s e s  se le c te d  P lo tin ia n  te x t s  in re la t io n  to  a n u m b e r  
o f  c e n tr a l  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  i s su e s— so u l a n d  b o d y , in te llig ib le  a n d  se n s ib le  
re a lity , in te lle c t , th e  O n e , s p e a k in g  o f  th e  in e f fa b le , th e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  
re a lity , e v il, b e a u ty , e th ic s , a n d  m y s t ic ism — in o r d e r  to  sh o w  h o w  
P lo t in u s ’ th in k in g  o n  th e se  is su e s  e v o lv e d , a n d  to  a s s e s s  th e  h is to r ic a l  
im p o r ta n c e  o f  h is  p h ilo so p h y .


